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RiverBend Growth Association Names American Family 
Insurance - Gerard Fischer As Small Business Of The Month

Gerard Fischer and 
Associates,	an	affiliate	of	
American Family Insurance, 
is here to serve. Their unique 
backgrounds,	training,	and	
experience have prepared 
them well to help meet 
insurance needs. As residents 
of our community, they 
understand how important 
it is to be there for the 
community.	Together	they	are	
building	partnerships	to	help	
everyone succeed.

Gerard Fischer and 
Associates’ mission is to 
be the most trusted and 
valued service-driven 
insurance	agency.	The	vision	
is to maximize customer 
values	through	industry-
leading	service,	exceptional	
claims experiences and 
products	that	build	long-
term	relationships.	As	an	
American Family Insurance 
agent,	Gerard	Fischer	and	
Associates believes there is 
more to insurance than the 
policy itself. To them, it is 
about	providing	dependable	
protection,	service,	and	
flexibility.
Over	the	last	five	years,	

Gerard Fischer and Associates 
has raised money for a 

multitude	of	
community 
organizations.	
Last 
December 
they were 
able to 
provide a 
monetary 
donation	
to the 
Kansas City 
Southern’s 
Holiday 
Express, formerly known as 
the Santa Train, where over 
2,400	children	attended.	
Through	American	Family	
Insurance, Gerard Fischer and 
Associates won a community 
involvement award for this 
and was able to provide 
another	monetary	donation	
to	Kreative	Kids	Learning	
Center in Alton. 

Gerard Fischer and 
Associates has three 
convenient	locations:	
3014 Godfrey Rd Godfrey, IL
1	Sunset	Hills	Executive	Dr.	
#101 Edwardsville, IL
926 Broadway St #6 Quincy, IL 

To learn more about the 
policies	and	products	offered	

visit	https://agent.amfam.
com/gerard-fischer.	

To contact Gerard Fischer 
and	Associates	call:

618-466-0762 for Godfrey
217-222-5433 for Quincy
618-659-2483 for 

Edwardsville 

Keep up to date with the 
organization	by	following	
his Facebook accounts @
GerardRFischerAgency.

Do you know a small 
business worthy of this 
honor?  Nominate them 
by	using	the	form	on	
this	page	-	http://www.
growthassociation.com/page/
recognitions-and-awards/.
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Captain of the RiverBend winners honored at State of the RiverBend

Scan to watch event video 
or visit  

https://bit.ly/2BPMbha

Thank you to our 
sponsors....

1st MidAmerica Credit Union
Alton Center Business Park
Alton Community Unit School 
District 11

Alton Main Street
Alton Memorial Hospital
Ameren Illinois
American Water
Argosy	Casino	Alton
Beverly Farm
Busey Bank
Carrollton Bank
Challenge	Unlimited,	Inc.
CNB Bank & Trust, N.A.
Contegra	Construction	
Company
Godfrey,	Village	of
Liberty Bank
Marquette	Catholic	High	
School

OSF HealthCare Saint 
Anthony’s Health Center

Phillips 66 Wood River 
Refinery

Senior Services Plus, Inc.
St.	Louis	Regional	Airport
The	Telegraph
Werts	Welding	&	Tank	
Service, Inc.
West	Star	Aviation

The State of the RiverBend 
Luncheon was held Thursday, 
October 24, 2019 on the 
campus of Lewis and Clark 
Community	College	in	the	
Commons. The Captain of 
the RiverBend awards are 
presented to businesses, 
organizations,	individuals	
or	governmental	bodies	
that have demonstrated an 
outstanding	commitment	
to the public enhancement, 
community	service	and/or	
economic enhancement of 
the	region.
There	were	six	outstanding	

recipients this year; one in 
the Community Involvement 
category,	four	in	the	
Economic Enhancement 
category	and	one	in	the	
Government & Public 
Enhancement	category.	

RiverBend Growth 
Association	Chairman	Rob	
Schwartz of Busey Bank and 
Chair-Elect Brad Goacher 
of Alton Memorial Hospital 
presented the awards.

This year’s recipients 
included:

ALTON MAIN STREET 
founded in 1994, the local 
chapter of Main Street 
America acts as a catalyst 
and	coordinator,	bringing	
together	organizations	
and residents which 
results in economic and 
aesthetic	improvement	
throughout	Alton.	They	
have partnered with more 
than	38	organizations	to	
bring	projects	ranging	from	
the Mississippi Earthtones 
Festival	to	Citywide	Clean-
Ups	to	fruition.	

EG PLAZA, LLC purchased 
Eastgate	Plaza	in	East	Alton	
and	has	turned	a	long	
neglected	and	almost	empty	
center into a plaza that 
now has 11 tenants with an 
additional	3	more	soon-to-
be announced. The 220,000 
sq.	ft.	property	has	a	new	
roof,	parking	lot	and	façade.	
When fully completed total 
investment will exceed 7 
million dollars and more 
than	117	new	jobs.	Todd	and	

Julia Kennedy are proud to 
say, ”See what can happen 
with local owner-occupied 
property!”

MARQUETTE CATHOLIC 
HIGH SCHOOL became an 
“independent”	catholic	high	
school with the transfer 
of ownership from the 
Diocese	of	Springfield	to	
the MCHS Board in 2007. 
Since	that	time	enrollment	
has increased from 235 
to the present 426. With 
further enrollment increases 
projected,	the	decision	
was made to add onto the 
campus	by	expanding	into	
the	Miller’s	Mutual	Building	
with	a	$1.2	million	project	
including	laboratories	and	
classrooms	totaling	10,000	
sq.	ft.	The	new	STEM	Center	
and Alumni Plaza to safely 
walk there are now complete 
and open for the 2019-2020 
school year.

SENIOR SERVICES PLUS, 
INC. (SSP) has historically 
had	a	significant	impact	on	
our	region.	That	impact	was	
increased in 2019 with the 
addition	of	a	10,000	sq.	ft.	
Wellness Center. The total 
investment	for	this	project	
was nearly $2.5 million, 
but the economic impact 
goes	far	beyond	that	with	
the	addition	of	nine	new	
employees, four of whom are 
full-time,	and	the	ability	to	
service	an	additional	3,000	
community members.

WEST STAR AVIATION has 
served	our	area	as	the	fixed	
base operator out of St. Louis 
Regional	Airport	since	1947.	
In 2019 West Star added 
60,000	sq.	ft.	of	hangar,	shop	
and	office	space,	increasing	
its total space under roof 
to	383,000	sq.	ft.	
with	an	additional	
200,000	sq.	ft.	of	
ramp space. West 
Star now employs 
approximately 650 
people	in	good	
paying	jobs	and	is	
proud of the fact 
that they have 
invested more 

than $1 million in employee 
training	in	the	last	year	alone	
at	St.	Louis	Regional	Airport.

THE CITY OF WOOD RIVER 
dedicated a new 21,000 sq. 
ft.	police	station	in	May	2019.	
The	building	is	on	the	site	
of	the	former	BP	refinery	
who donated not only the 
land, but also, the cost of 
the	clean-up,	building	and	
equipment to the City of 
Wood	River,	totaling	some	
$7.8 million. This modernized 
state-of-the-art facility is 
also	used	by	neighboring	
communities	for	training	
their	officers.
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Welcome our newest members to the RiverBend Growth Association
A. R. Deahl 
Construction
Jennifer Joelner 
Administrator
111 E 4th Street, Suite 350
Alton IL 62002-6241
(618) 474-9150
www.ARDeahl.com

A. R. Deahl Construction 
Company is a commercial 
general contractor. Brad Barnard 
is its managing member and an 
Alton area native. As a general 
contractor, A. R. Deahl is well 
equipped to undertake projects, 
both large and small, and has the 
ability to function collaboratively 
to achieve our clients’ vision and 
deliver projects of excellence 
from conception to completion.

Black’s Sporting Goods
Brad Haug Owner
2720 B Grovelin Street
Godfrey IL 62035-3300
(618) 466-7333
BlacksSportingGoods.com
Facebook: Blacks Sporting 
Goods

Black’s 
Sporting Goods 
has been a 
fixture in the 
Riverbend 
since 1955, 
offering the highest quality 
sporting goods from brands 
like Adidas, Rawlings, Wilson, 
Mizuno, Marucci, Asics and 
more. We are a custom team 
outfitter providing uniforms and 
accessories to programs ranging 
from colleges to park and rec 
teams.  Our retail store at 2720 
Grovelin St. in Godfrey (next 
to Mr. Donut) affords what has 
become a unique experience; the 
ability to touch, feel, try on and 
get expert insight into the right 
equipment for each athlete. 
“Equipped for Success”

East Alton Rotary
Lori Palmer 
P.O. Box 56
East Alton IL 62024-0056
(618) 259-7522
https://portal.clubrunner.
ca/3551

Chartered 
October 
28, 1971 
East Alton 
Rotary Club is a small part of the 
1.2 million strong international 
community service organization, 
Rotary International. Locally, 
we provide college/vocational 
scholarships to East Alton-
Wood River Community High 
School and Roxana Community 
High School students, provide 
scholarships to RYLA (Rotary 
Youth Leadership Awards), 
make donations to various other 
service groups, coordinate a 
basketball tournament for 5th 
and 6th grade boys and girls, 
and bring Christmas cheer to 
area senior citizens with our 
Poinsettias for Seniors, to 
name a few of our local service 
projects.

Internationally, Rotary 
International has made 
huge leaps in getting “THIS 
CLOSE” to eradicating polio 
worldwide through the PolioPlus 
campaign! As a club we have 
also helped build water wells 
so a community can have clean 
water, purchase desks for 
schools in third world countries, 
provide mosquito nets for 
malaria infested countries, and 
countless more!

Edify ITSM, Inc.
Ken Wendle Owner
1201 McKinley Blvd
Alton IL 62002-3366
(636) 485-4135
www.edifyitsm.com

The word “Edify” means 
to “Enlighten”, “Inform”, 
“Educate”, “Improve” and Edify 
ITSM, Inc. was established to do 
just that.

Founder Ken Wendle has 
helped scores of companies 
throughout his distinguished 
career and is the sole recipient 

of two 
prestigious 
industry 
honors - 
the HDI Ron Muns Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the 
itSMF USA Lifetime Achievement 
Award - in recognition of his 
singular efforts within the 
service and support field.

The vision of Edify ITSM is “to 
be a powerful catalyst in helping 
individuals and organizations 
discover and maximize their 
unique value”, an aspiration 
which is achieved through Ken’s 
dynamic, entertaining and 
informative presentations, his 
unique approach to consulting 
and coaching, as well as his 
interactive best-practice 
training, including the exclusive 
V*A*L*U*E Formula Workshop 
and Seminar.

EG Plaza LLC
Todd Kennedy Owner
101	Eastgate	Plz
East Alton IL 62024-1076
(618) 251-8093
www.facebook.com/
EGatePlaza/

Shopping 
mall with 
current 
tenants Blue 
Ice Creamery, 
Elite Hockey 
Facility, Julia’s 
Banquet Center and Catering, J.J 
Thermo’s, East Alton Ice Arena, 
AMC Theater, Club Fitness, 
Dollar General, Riverbend Axe 
Throwing, Bohemian Road 
Boutique, Mr Pancho’s Mexican 
Restaurant and Grill, The Vault 
Luxury Storage, One Nation 
Nutrition

Office of Educational 
Outreach at SIUE
SIUE Office of Educational 
Outreach
Mary Ettling, Interim Director
6 Hairpin Drive
Edwardsville, IL 62026
(618) 650.3215
siue.edu/educational-
outreach

SIUE’s Office of Educational 
Outreach (OEO) strives to 
enrich the economic, cultural, 
personal, and professional lives 
of a diverse society, by offering 
numerous community focused 
courses, workshops, trips and 
events for both personal and 
professional development. While 
most of the offerings are non-
credit, Educational Outreach 
also partners with academic 
units to provide credit courses 
online or on-site for companies 
wishing to support development 
of their employees. OEO has 
a long history of serving non-
traditional students as well as 
the community in a thoughtful 
mission-driven manner. Look for 
new classes and events on our 
website or connect with us on 
social media.

West Star Aviation
Scott Sweeney General 
Manager
2 Airline Court
East Alton IL 62024
618-258-8031
www.weststaraviation.com

West Star Aviation is a 
leading provider of technical 
support services for some 
of the most sophisticated 
business aircraft flying today. 
Prioritizing technical capabilities 
and our dedication to growing 
team experience has resulted 
in West Star Aviation being 
voted the #1 MRO (Maintenance, 
Repair & Overhaul) in the 
industry for the past six years 
by Pro Pilot PRASE Survey. 
Areas of specialization include 
the repair and maintenance of 
airframes, engines and APUs, 
avionics installations and repair, 
major modifications, interior 
refurbishment, exterior paint, 
surplus avionics sales, accessory 
services and parts. 

file:///H:/Debbie/Business%20Edge/BusEdge_Oct2019/www.facebook.com/EGatePlaza/
file:///H:/Debbie/Business%20Edge/BusEdge_Oct2019/www.facebook.com/EGatePlaza/
http://siue.edu/educational-outreach
http://siue.edu/educational-outreach
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The Green Tree Inn of Elsah has 
completed	its	beautiful	outdoor	gazebo,	
and	is	excited	to	start	hosting	events	such	
as	weddings,	family	reunions,	community	
events, and more. The Green Tree Inn 
reflects	the	quaint	peacefulness	that	makes	
the	Village	of	Elsah	the	number	one	scenic	
spot	in	Illinois	according	to	the	Illinois	
Top	200	project.	The	Gazebo	is	a	great	
addition	to	the	Green	Tree	Inn	and	is	the	
perfect	setting	for	a	small	intimate	outdoor	
wedding,	a	fun	exciting	family	reunion,	or	
community	events	that	bring	people	to	the	
Village	of	Elsah.	
According	to	Trish	Holmes,	RiverBend	

Growth	Association,	“Green	Tree	Inn	has	
become	a	one-stop	shop	and	destination	
place	for	many	occasions	and	continues	
to	bring	a	sweet	and	quaint	character	to	
Elsah, Illinois. We are beyond lucky to have 
their establishment in the Riverbend area 
and	wish	them	more	continued	success	in	
the future.”

Green	Tree	Inn	of	Elsah	offers	wedding	
packages	that	help	with	all	of	the	details	
to create a special, 
memorable day for 
everyone. There are 
many	opportunities	
for	a	unique	wedding	
in Elsah. Connie & 
Gary with the Green 
Tree Inn are happy to 
create a personalized 
package	that	meets	
the	needs	and	budget	
for	any	wedding.	It	can	
be	as	simple	as	renting	
the	gazebo	for	an	
elopement, a very small 
intimate	wedding,	or	a	
package	that	includes	the	outdoor	gazebo,	
Farley’s	Music	Hall	and	the	entire	inn	for	
multiple	days.	

Tom Hoechst, CNB Bank & Trust 
employee and RiverBend Growth 

Association	Ambassador,	explained,	“Once	
again	Elsah’s	Green	Tree	Inn	continues	to	

expand.	Their	addition	of	a	beautiful	
wedding	gazebo	to	this	pristine	
venue is an example of their love 
for the quaintness of Elsah. The 
ambience	of	this	B&B	is	something	
you have to see. On your next trip up 
the River Road stop by for a visit to a 
truly unique community and visit the 
Green Tree Inn.”

The Green Tree Inn of Elsah is 
located at 15 Mill Street Elsah, Illinois 
62028. They can be reached by 
phone at 618-374-2821, and their 
website	is	www.greentreeinnelsah.
com. Keep up to date with their 
projects,	events,	and	promotions	by	

following	them	on	Facebook	and	Instagram	
at	@greentreeinnelsah.	

Scan to watch a short video 
at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LFjIwiJdpkU.

Green Tree Inn Completes Construction on Gazebo and Outdoor Area

Meet Emma...

Emma Seibert

Meet Jasmine...

Jasmine Finley

2019-2020 
Members

This is the first in a series to meet the students from the five area 
high schools represented on our Young Adults Committee. This month 

features a few of our junior class representatives.

What school do you 
attend and in what 
grade?

East Alton-Wood River 
Community High School, 
11th grade
What are your plans 
after high school? Major?

I would like to attend 
the University of Missouri and major in 
Chemistry.
What words to people use to describe you?

intelligent, leader, caring, thoughtful
What are your hobbies?

I enjoy playing with my dog and hanging 
out with my friends. 
Where do you like to visit for vacation?

Anywhere that has a beach. 
What is one of the things on your bucket 
list?

I would like to visit all 50 states. 
Where do you like to Shop Local?

Target, Walmart, Caseys

What school do you 
attend and in what 
grade?

East Alton-Wood 
River High School, 11th 
grade 
What are your plans 
after high school? 
Major?

I plan on attending a 
good college after graduating from high 
school and majoring in medicine. 
What words do people use to describe you?

Intelligent, caring, open-minded 
What are your hobbies?

I enjoy playing sports, baking, swimming 
as well as spending time with family and 
friends. 
Where do you like to visit for vacation?

I like to visit the ocean for a vacation. 
What is one of the things on your bucket 
list?

One thing on my bucket list is to be able 
to travel the world when I’m older. 
Where do you like to Shop Local?

I shop at Walmart and Dollar Tree. 

What school do you 
attend and in what 
grade? 

I attend Civic 
Memorial High School 
and I am in 11th grade 
What are your plans 
after high school? 
Major? 

After high school I 
want to pursue a career in pediatrics.  
What words to people use to describe you? 

People describe me as kind, outgoing, 
responsible, and respectful. 
What are your hobbies? 

I love to draw, read books, and spend 
time with my friends.  
Where do you like to visit for vacation? 

I love to visit Gatlinburg Tennessee.  
What is one of the things on your bucket 
list? 

I hope to travel west and see what 
European life is like.
Where do you like to Shop Local? 

I like to shop at the West County Mall and 
the outlet malls. 

Meet Abbi...

Abbi Geiger

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LFjIwiJdpkU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LFjIwiJdpkU
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MAYOR REPORT - Cheryl Maguire, City of Wood River
The City 

of Wood 
River had a 
great	year	
economically 
in 2019. This 
year the city 
touted its 

highest	EAV	in	city	history	
at $132,931,455.00 which 
allowed residents to see 
a tax rate decrease in this 
year’s property tax for both 
the City and Library taxes.  
Homeowners	saw	a	reduction	
of $.10 per $100 of EAV on this 
year’s tax bill.
More	good	news	was	the	

latest retail sales report. 
Wood	River	had	a	growth	rate	
of 5.9%. Several businesses 
expanded	their	operations:	
Aldi,	McDonald’s,	Rustic	Roots,	
JD Byryder, Help at Home, Bel-
Air Motel, Schnucks and StorCo 
opening	this	past	year	with	a	
successful	Springfest.
Housing	sales	continue	to	

be	strong,	with	183	owner	
occupied	homes	being	sold	for	
this year. Most of the owners 
of	these	homes	will	be	making	
upgrades	and	raising	the	
value of the property, which 

is a plus for everyone in their 
neighborhood.

Fulford Homes has all the 
infrastructure in place for the 
82	housing	lots	in	Grandview	
Hills. The display home is open 
and	people	are	actively	looking	
at	lots	and	house	designs,	
just	in	time	for	the	upcoming	
census.

The new $7.6 million Police 
Department was unveiled this 
year.	What	a	great	corporate	
partner BP has been with the 
land	donation	and	the	funds	
to build this state-of-the-art 
station.	Over	200	members	of	
the	public	toured	the	station	
and all the services it extends 
to	not	just	Wood	River	but	
our	surrounding	cities.	The	
police	department	is	working	
in	tandem	with	the	city	zoning	
department to clean up 
derelict	properties.	The	new	
“Abandoned	Vehicle	Program”	
has addressed 378 eyesores 
which have cleaned up city 
streets	and	neighborhoods.
Our	Park	and	Recreation	

Department dedicated the 
newly renovated Emerick 
Sports Park.  This was a 
$175,000	project	that	

consisted	of	a	new	playground,	
concessions	and	ball	field	
improvements, of which 
93%	was	funded	through	
donations	and	grants.		The	
biggest	supporter	was	the	late	
Mayor Leroy Emerick, before 
he passed away.  Not only did 
he	make	a	generous	personal	
donation	but	his	family	
bequeathed his memorials to 
the park.
The	city	is	now	undergoing	

Phase 2 of the Downtown 
Streetscape from 1st Street 
to 2nd Street and Wood 
River Avenue to Old St. Louis 
Road	along	Ferguson	Avenue.	
Federal	funds	were	once	again	
available	for	this	project,	so	the	
city	was	able	to	take	advantage	
of	another	federal	grant	to	
complete	this	city	upgrade.	
The	grant	was	a	75/25%	split,	
with	the	city’s	portion	using	
Motor Fuel Tax to pay for its 
costs.  The public will see new 
sidewalks,	brick	stamping,	
railing	and	ADA	accessible	
curbing.		The	entire	project	
was $412,000 but since it came 
in	under	budget	by	$40,000,	
the city was able to cover 
the	engineering	costs	with	its	

project	portion.
Thanks	to	a	$100,000	grant	

from the county, waterlines 
have	been	replaced	along	
Hawthorne,	Longfellow,	
Tennyson and “poet’s row” 
area of town with another 
$100,000	budgeted	next	
year to replace more water 
lines. Another measure to 
upgrade	fire	suppression,	is	
the	retrofitting	of	values	in	83	
fire	hydrants,	which	is	about	a	
third	of	the	identified	needed	
hydrants.
A	retention	basin	is	being	

developed on the east end of 
town	along	Hwy.	143.	Getting	
the	water	off	this	property	will	
help	the	landowners	to	entice	
developers	to	locate	along	the	
I-255 corridor. The basin cost is 
estimated	at	$1.9	million.
My	mayoral	goals	are	

being	realized	with	these	
developments. Myself and the 
other Riverbend mayors want 
to	encourage	area	residents	to	
visit	attractions	and	patronize	
the businesses of the west side 
of Madison County and Jersey 
County, as we showcase in the 
Edge	the	good	things	that	are	
happening	in	the	Riverbend.

All members are invited! 
Visit our website calendar for event 

details - GrowthAssociation.com

Wed., November 20, 2019
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Bluff City Grill
424 E. Broadway, Alton
$12 admission

Wed., December 11, 2019
7:45 a.m. breakfast buffet
8:00 a.m. registration
Best Western Premier
3559 College Ave., Alton
$12 admission

Thur., December 19, 2019
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
American Water
1410 Discovery Parkway, Alton
$5 admission at door
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RBGA Members IN THE NEWS

October 8, 2019
By DENNIS GRUBAUGH

By	working	together	many	years,	
Federal	Steel	and	Erection	Co.	
and Illinois Electric Works built a 
great	relationship	—	and	several	
buildings.
When	the	latter	company	

needed a taller roof added to its 
Granite City headquarters back in 
1999, Federal Steel constructed it. 
FSE	then	returned	six	more	times	
to build extensions for the same 
company’s headquarters, which 
now	takes	up	100,000	sq.	ft.

“It was all unique, out-of-the-box 
thinking,”	Illinois	Electric	Works	
owner Dale Hamil said. “Federal 
Steel, and (owner) Mark Darr in 
particular,	were	able	to	answer	
those calls.”

Founded in 1989 FSE started with 
17 employees, a 30,000-square-
foot	fabrication	facility	and	two	
service trucks. Today, it has more 
than 80 employees, a modern 
60,000-square-foot fabrication 
facility with state-of-the-art 
fabrication equipment, 30 service 
vehicles and field equipment 
to serve industrial plants and 
commercial construction projects.

An ironworker by trade, Darr 
became	an	estimator	of	an	earlier	
company in 1987 and worked his 
way	to	general	manager.	After	
that business went bankrupt, Darr 
bought	the	assets	and	formed	
the	current	company,	launching	
operations	in	East	Alton.	Today,	he	
is president and sole owner.
“We’ve	grown	little	by	little	over	

the years,” Darr said. “We used to 
be	a	small	fish	in	a	big	pond,	now	
we’re	a	big	fish	in	a	small	pond.”

Both Hamil and Darr fondly recall 
projects	they’ve	done	together	for	
common	clients,	including	a	variety	
of	large	corporations.	But	one	
specific	project	for	Alton	Steel	in	
2017	stood	out	for	the	challenges	
involved.

Alton Steel needed new controls 
for its main exhaust fans, which 
operate	with	multi	thousands	of	
horsepower.
“Most	of	the	time	they	need	

substantially	less	than	100	percent.	
You add Variable Frequency Drive 

controls to take it down to reduce 
speeds	and	power	consumption,”	
Hamil explained. An enclosed 
building	to	house	controls	needed	
to be constructed.
Because	the	project	was	being	

funded as part of an Ameren 
rebate	program,	it	had	a	very	short	
deadline.
“In	February	we	identified	the	

project	—	the	deadline	was	the	
end of May. We had to acquire the 
drives,	design-build	the	building,	
and	get	it	functioning	by	the	end	of	
May,” Hamil said.

Federal Steel helped make it 
possible	—	and	on	time.
“It’s	a	twofold	relationship,”	

Darr said. “We have been 
building	buildings	for	Dale	for	
his own company for 20 years. 
But we’ve also partnered up as a 
subcontractor and built for some of 
his customers.”
Federal	Steel	has	a	long	

relationship	with	many	other	
companies,	including	Afton	
Chemical, Sun Coke, U.S. Steel and 
Phillips	66	Refinery.

“Our team is dedicated to quality, 
a safe work environment and a 
strong	work	ethic.	We	look	out	for	
each other and our customers. This is 
evident as 95 percent of our work is 
from	repeating	customers,”	Darr	said.

The company does about $20 
million a year in revenue.

FSE is a full-service steel 
contractor	serving	industrial	
owners, commercial builders and 
contractors.	It	designs,	details	
(makes	drawings),	fabricates	
and installs structural and 
miscellaneous steel.
The	fabrication	facility	is	

constantly	upgrading	with	state-
of-the-art equipment that cuts, 
drills holes, copes, lays out and 
blasts steel shapes, plates and 
weldments	per	the	drawings	and	
designs	created	in	their	detailing	
department. All the equipment 
for	cutting,	drilling	and	preparing	
beams, channels, plates and pipes 
are	CNC-operated,	which	essentially	
eliminate human error. The steel is 
painted	or	galvanized,	shipped	to	
site	and	installed	utilizing	cranes	by	
the Ironworker crews.

As Federal Steel hits 30, owner 
credits relationships

Business After Hours at Riverbend 
Kitchen & More
Thank	you,	Riverbend	Kitchen	&	More	for	hosting	Business	

After	Hours!	We	had	a	great	time	networking,	listening	to	
RiverTown,	and	eating	some	Pig	on	a	wing!
Join	us	on	December	19	for	Business	After	

Hours at American Water.
Scan to watch a 

short video here.
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The RiverBend Growth 
Association’s	Young	Adults	
Committee	has	selected	the	
five	Non-Profits	they	will	be	
volunteering	with	for	the	
2019-2020 school year. The 
five	Non-Profits	selected	are	
Beverly	Farm	Foundation,	
Centerstone, The Power 
of	the	Giraffe,	Riverbend	
Family Ministries, SNIP 
Alliance.
The	Young	Adults	

Committee	(YAC)	consists	
of	three	representatives	
from the RiverBend Growth 
Association’s	member	
schools and mentors from 
the RiverBend Growth 
Association’s	membership.	
The	high	school	
representatives	are	two	
juniors	and	a	senior	from	
Alton	High	School,	Civic	
Memorial	High	School,	East	
Alton	–	Wood	River	High	
School,	Marquette	Catholic	
High	School,	and	Roxana	
High	School.	

The student’s mentors are 
John Barnerd of Simmons 
Hanly Conroy with East 
Alton	–	Wood	River	High	
School, Terri Herbstreit of 1st 

MidAmerica Credit Union 
with	Civic	Memorial	High	
School,	Jeff	Lauritzen	of	
COUNTRY® Financial with 
Roxana	High	School,	Cindy	
Smalley	of	Cope	Plastics	
with	Alton	High	School,	and	
Sandy Smith of Busey Bank 
with	Marquette	Catholic	
High	School.		

The YAC students will 
be	volunteering	with	
their	chosen	Non-Profits	
from	December	through	
April.	During	this	time,	
they will also plan an 
event to raise money and 
gain	the	skills	necessary	
to	design,	organize,	and	
host a fundraiser. The 
money they raise from 
the fundraiser will be split 
between	a	Non-Profit	and	a	
student who was the most 
professional	and	active	
on	the	committee.	The	
students	will	be	having	a	
RiverBend	Raffle	with	gift	
cards from area businesses 
and	organizations	in	the	
Spring.		

Last year the students 
held	a	Trivia	Night	at	
the Alton – Wood River 

Sportsmen’s Club. The YAC 
was able to raise $5,800 
from the successful Trivia 
Night	fundraiser.	That	
money was split evenly and 
donated to Community 
Hope	Center	in	Cottage	Hills,	
Illinois while the other half 
was	given	to	Grace	Napp,	
Alton	High	School,	in	the	
form of a scholarship. Napp 
is currently a senior at Alton 
High	School.	Community	
Hope Center has been 
able	to	continue	to	serve	
our community with the 
donation.	

The RiverBend Growth Association’s Young Adults Committee 
Selects Non-Profits Where They Will Volunteer

Board of Directors 
Rob Schwartz, Chairman

Busey Bank
Brad Goacher

Alton Memorial Hospital
Mike Fitzgerald, Treasurer

Scheffel Boyle
Lori Artis

Lewis and Clark Community 
College

John Barnerd
Simmons Hanly Conroy

Tom Berry
Jackson Lewis P.C.

Dale Blachford
Liberty Bank

Greg Caffey
 City of Alton 
Doug Cobb

Carpenters Local 664
Melissa Erker

Phillips 66 Wood River Refinery
Mark Haggard

CNB Bank & Trust, N.A.
Mat Hanley

OSF HealthCare Saint Anthony’s 
Health Center

Pam Heepke
Raifort Commerce Park

Cody Hinkle
Beverly Farm

Jennifer Jackson
Helmkamp Construction Co.

Tim Kuebrich
Lake Drive Logistics

Jeff Lauritzen
COUNTRY Financial

Eric McRoy
Advantage News

David Miller
St. Louis Regional Airport

Stephanie Monroe
Riverbend Chiropractic Center

Scott Reichmann
BarberMurphy Group

Don Retzlaff
Argosy Casino Alton

John Roberts
Roberts Motors

Dan St. Peters
St. Peters Hardware & Rental

Terry Shewmake
IBEW Local 649

Jim Shrader
Consultant

Sam Stemm
WBGZ/AltonDailyNews.com

Steve Thompson
Carrollton Bank

Denise VonderHaar
The Telegraph

Dwight Werts
Werts Welding & Tank Service

Denise Wolff
Berkshire Hathaway Home  
Services Elite Properties

Augie Wuellner
Alton Securities  & Asset 
Advisors
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