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Young Adults Committee wraps year with awards ceremony
The Young Adults Committee 

consists of two representatives 
from RBGA member schools 
(Alton High School, Civic 
Memorial High School, East 
Alton - Wood River High 
School, Marquette Catholic 
High School, and Roxana High 
School) and mentors from 
the RBGA membership. The 
mentors are Cindy Smalley 
- Cope Plastics, Amber Scott 
- 1st MidAmerica Credit 
Union, Lindsey Kahl - Midwest 
Members Credit Union, Jeff 
Lauritzen - COUNTRY Financial®, 
and Sandy Smith - TheBANK of 
Edwardsville. This committee 
focuses on the importance of 
guiding our young adults to 
give back to their community 
through outreach within the 
nonprofit organizations in the 
RBGA membership. This year 
the students volunteered with 
Beverly Farm Foundation, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Southwestern Illinois, 
Kreative Kids Learning Center, 
Centerstone, and The Power of 
the Giraffe. 

The high school 
representatives, a junior and 
senior from each school, 
complete volunteer experiences 
at each of the nonprofits as well 
as implement a fundraiser. The 
last few years the fundraiser 
has been a trivia night, but this 
year the students produced a 
pageant called Mr. Irresistible: 
Challenge of the Riverbend. 
This all-male pageant fundraiser 
consisted of a formal wear 
round, a dance-off, lip sync 
challenge, as well as a question 
and answer segment. The 
students raised $5,200.

The money that was raised 

was split in two and distributed 
at the Year End Ceremony. The 
student with the most points 
at the end of the year receives 
a scholarship, and the students 
pick one of the nonprofits they 
worked with to receive the 
other half. 

This year, after much 
discussion, the students decided 
to award Kreative Kids Learning 
Center with $2,600! The student 
with the most points this year 
was Marquette Catholic High 
School’s senior Lauren Walsh 
who received the other $2,600!

Congratulations to Kreative 
Kids Learning Center and 
Lauren Walsh on the donation 
and scholarship. Thank you to 
all who were able to attend the 

ceremony, and we look forward 
to the 2018/2019 school year!

More committee info at http://
www.growthassociation.com/
page/young-adults-comm-17-18/

Current and future students of the Young Adults Committee and their mentors

The Young Adults Committee presents Kreative Kids Learning Ctr. with $2,600.

Jeff Lauritzen with COUNTRY® 
Financial presents a $2,600 
scholarship to Lauren Walsh of 
Marquette Catholic High School.
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John Keller

Trish Holmes

Alex St. PetersStefanie Withers

Meet the RBGA Staff

Debbie Hagen

What’s your favorite Riverbend restaurant?
I cannot pick one!!!!  

Where do you like to visit for vacation?
I love a relaxing train ride to Downtown 

Chicago! 
Name one of your most important 
leadership skills.

Open communication is key 
What do you like most about your job?

It is different every day! And 
the staff is AMAZING! I have some 
really awesome coworkers!
What are your hobbies? 
I love to relax and workout
What is your favorite sport to watch?

Football. I was raised in a house of players and coaches! I love it! 
What one sentence would you like to hear from your boss?

“Take the day off with pay :)”

What’s your favorite Riverbend restaurant? 
Laux Brickhouse Grille 

Where do you like to visit for vacation? 
My family most generally visits Florida, but 

this summer we will be vacationing in Gulf 
Shores, Alabama.
Name one of your most important 
leadership skills.  

I’m great at multi-tasking
What do you like most about your job?  

I’m the newest team member here at 
RBGA, and I have enjoyed learning all the new aspects that my job 
entails.
What are your hobbies?  

Spending time with family and friends, reading, watching high 
school baseball
What is your favorite sport to watch? 

Baseball
What one sentence would you like to hear from your boss?

You are a valuable asset to our team
What is one of the things on your bucket list?  

Big Sky Country - Montana

What’s your favorite Riverbend restaurant?
There are so many great places, it is hard 

to single one out.
Where do you like to visit for vacation?

The beaches in Florida or the mountains in 
Colorado
Name one of your most important 
leadership skills.

The ability to adapt and react to different 
situations
What do you like most about your job?

Working with the staff to solve issues that 
come up

What’s your favorite Riverbend restaurant?
State Street Market

Where do you like to visit for vacation?
French Lick, Indiana

What do you like most about your job?
That it’s different everyday

What are your hobbies?
Watching sports, attending live theater 

and photography
What is your favorite sport to watch?

Anything my nieces and nephews are 
playing
What is one of the things on your bucket list?

Attend a Duke basketball game
Where do you like to Shop Local?

Alton Exchange Mall

What’s your favorite Riverbend restaurant?
Bluff City Grill

Where do you like to visit for vacation?
Gulf Shores, Alabama

Name one of your most important 
leadership skills.

Interpersonal Communication
What do you like most about your job?

Meeting people who try to help grow the 
Riverbend
If you were stranded on a desert island, 
what three things would you bring?

Cat’s Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut, a tent, and a 
multi-tool
What are your hobbies? Reading Sci-Fi & Fantasy Books
What is your favorite sport to watch?  Hockey
What one sentence would you like to hear from your boss?

“Thank you” (Public & Personal)
What is one of the things on your bucket list?

Getting elected to a Municipal Office
Where do you like to Shop Local?

St. Peters Hardware & True Value Rental

What are your hobbies?
Golf, gardening and traveling

If you were stranded on a desert island, what three things 
would you bring?

Pictures of my family, sunblock and beer
What is your favorite sport to watch?

College basketball, golf and of course, Cardinals baseball
What one sentence would you like to hear from your boss?

You are doing a great job!
What is one of the things on your bucket list?

Attend a Red Sox game at Fenway Park or play a round at St. 
Andrews
Where do you like to Shop Local?

That’s my wife, Cathy’s department!

President

Director, Member 
Services

Office Manager

Research/Publications 
Manager

Member 
Communications 
Representative
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Board of Directors 
John Roberts, Chairman

Roberts Motors
Rob Schwartz, Chairman Elect

TheBANK of Edwardsville
Augie Wuellner, Past Chairman

Alton Securities  & Asset 
Advisors

Mike Fitzgerald, Treasurer
Scheffel Boyle

Lori Artis
Lewis and Clark Community 
College

John Barnerd
Simmons Hanly Conroy

Dale Blachford
Liberty Bank

Greg Caffey
 City of Alton 
Doug Cobb

Carpenters Local 664
Karen Cooper

Illinois American Water
Melissa Erker

Phillips 66 Wood River Refinery
Brad Goacher

Alton Memorial Hospital
Mark Haggard

CNB Bank & Trust, N.A.
Mat Hanley

OSF HealthCare Saint Anthony’s 
Health Center

Pam Heepke
Raifort Commerce Park

Jennifer Jackson
Helmkamp Construction Co.

Tim Kuebrich
Lake Drive Logistics

Eric McRoy
Advantage News

Alan Meyer
1st MidAmerica Credit Union

David Miller
St. Louis Regional Airport

Stephanie Monroe
Riverbend Chiropractic Center

Scott Reichmann
BarberMurphy Group

Don Retzlaff
Argosy Casino Alton

Dan St. Peters
St. Peters Hardware & Rental

Jim Shrader
The Telegraph

Cindy Smalley
Cope Plastics

Sam Stemm
WBGZ/AltonDailyNews.com

Dave Stevenson
Quality Buick GMC Cadillac

Steve Thompson
Carrollton Bank

Vicky Vogt
Beverly Farm

Dwight Werts
Werts Welding & Tank Service

Karen Wilson
State Farm Insurance

Denise Wolff
Berkshire Hathaway Home  
Services Elite Properties

Jess Woodman
Woodman Collision Center

Charlie Yancey
IBEW Local 649

Therese Kuddes

AmbAssAdor Q & A

Matt Labertew
Where do you work?

Kuddes Advertising Specialties

About how long have you been an 
ambassador?

Since 1990

Where do you like to visit for vacation?
I enjoy any beach and it is more fun when 

the whole family is together.

Name one of your most important 
leadership skills.

Customer Service

What do you like most about your job?
I enjoy working with my customers. Most 

of them have become friends over the years 
and it is fun to watch their children grow up.

What are your hobbies?
Quilting

If you were stranded on a desert island, 
what three things would you bring?

A sewing project, family and wine

What is your favorite sport to watch?
Baseball or golf

What one sentence would you like to 
hear from your boss?

We are going to visit the Grandchildren!

Where do you work? 
I run my chiropractic office, Axis Spinal 

Care, in Bethalto. I also do in home care for 
people with transportation needs. 

About how long have you been an 
ambassador?

5 years

What’s your favorite Riverbend 
restaurant? 

There are so many good places around it 
is very hard to pick just one. Mac’s Burger, 
Moonlight’s salad, and Fazoli’s breadsticks.

Where do you like to visit for vacation? 
Probably the beach or the mountains 

boating or snowboarding, but I can have a 
good time just about anywhere.

Name one of your most important 
leadership skills. 

Communication is key in my eyes. I 
have to be able to communicate with my 
employees and patients.

What do you like most about your job? 
Definitely healing people. When people 

call me and they are in pain and I am able to 
see them that day, it makes my day to hear 
how much better they feel. 

What are your hobbies? 
I like boating, skiing, wakeboarding, and 

wake surfing but most of all I enjoy my job. 

What is one of the things on your 
bucket list?

I would like to go deep sea fishing and a 
weekend of snowmobiling.
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Welcome our newest members to the RiverBend Growth Association
Alton-Godfrey Rotary 
Club
Ron Mayhew 
P.O. Box 848
Alton IL 62002-0848
(618) 558-0317
altongodfreyrotary.org

The 
Alton 
Rotary 
Club 
was 

organized on March 1, 1921 and 
became the Alton/Godfrey 
Rotary Club in the 1970’s. Rotary 
club membership represents a 
cross-section of the community’s 
business and professional 
men and women. The world’s 
Rotary clubs meet weekly and 
are nonpolitical, nonreligious, 
and open to all cultures, races, 
and creeds. The Alton-Godfrey 
Rotary Club meets every Monday 
evening at 6:00 p.m. 

The main objective of Rotary 
is service - in the community, in 
the workplace, and throughout 
the world. Rotarians develop 
community service projects 
that address many of today’s 
most critical issues, such as 
children at risk, poverty and 
hunger, the environment, 
illiteracy, and violence. They also 
support programs for youth, 
educational opportunities and 
international exchanges for 
students, teachers, and other 
professionals, and vocational and 
career development. The Rotary 
motto is Service Above Self.

Armstrong Teasdale
Don Flack Partner
7700 Forsyth Blvd. Suite 1800
St. Louis MO 63105-1807
(314) 621-5070
armstrongteasdale.com

With 
lawyers in 
offices across 
the United 
States, 

Armstrong Teasdale LLP has 
a demonstrable track record 
of delivering sophisticated 
legal advice and exceptional 
service. For more than a century, 
Armstrong Teasdale has forged 

long-term relationships with 
clients large and small around 
the globe. Our attorneys 
work together to guide 
clients through virtually every 
challenge, from day-to-day 
operational decisions to some 
of the most complex legal 
matters. The firm is a member of 
Lex Mundi, a global association 
of 160 independent law firms 
with locations in more than 100 
countries, and the United States 
Law Firm Group, a network of 
17 law firms headquartered in 
major U.S. cities. Armstrong 
Teasdale is listed in the Am 
Law 200, published by The 
American Lawyer, and the 
NLJ 250, published by The 
National Law Journal. For more 
information, please visit www.
armstrongteasdale.law.

Bickle Electric 
Contracting Co., Inc
28 Mechanical Dr.
East Alton IL 62024-2076
(618) 259-4499
bickleelectric.com

BICKLE 
ELECTRIC 

CONTRACTING COMPANY IS 
PROUD TO BE A NEW MEMBER 
OF THE RBGA!   After many years 
of experience as an electrician, 
Rob Bickle and his wife Erin 
launched our company with the 
desire to provide exceptional 
and friendly service to the 
River Bend area. We offer both 
residential and commercial 
service. Bickle Electric can take 
care of your pool and hot tub 
wiring, landscape lighting and 
whole house wiring upgrades. 
We also participate in energy 
programs that can help small 
businesses increase lighting 
efficiency while lowering cost. 
Our rates are competitive, and 
we provide fast, friendly service 
from local electricians you can 
trust. We take great pride in our 
workmanship and attention to 
detail as well as our unsurpassed 
customer service. For any of your 

residential or commercial needs, 
give us a call at 618-259-4499.

Integrity Healthcare of 
Wood River
Carla Riva Administrator
393 E Edwardsville Road
Wood River IL 62095-1646
(618) 259-4111

KRS Realty, LLC
Brian Hull Broker
1003 Richard Drive
Godfrey IL 62035
(618) 610-3987

Madison Co. Treasurer
Chris Slusser Treasurer
P.O. Box 729
157 N Main Street
Edwardsville IL 62025-0729
(618) 296-6260
madcotreasurer.org/

The Office of the County 
Treasurer serves the dual 
functions of treasurer and 
collector of County funds. 
The County Treasurer has the 
responsibility to receive, invest, 
and safely keep the tax revenues 
and other public monies of the 
County. The Treasurer’s Office 
engages in a comprehensive 
investment program for idle funds 
to earn additional revenue for the 
County; investment objectives 
include safety of principal, 
liquidity, and maximum rate of 
return. The County government’s 
current investment portfolio is 
nearly $150,000,000, invested 
primarily in municipal bonds, 
government agency bonds, CDs 
and money market accounts. 

The County Treasurer 
prepares bills and receipts for 
the purpose of tax collection. 
The office collects tax revenues 
for all taxing districts in the 
County. This year the Treasurer’s 
Office will collect more than 
$420,000,000 to be dispersed to 
the 225 taxing districts located 
within the county.

Our current Treasurer, Chris 
Slusser, has 
held office 
since being 
appointed 
in December 
2016, to fill 

the remainder of an unexpired 
term. Chris and his wife, Megan, 
reside in Wood River with their 
two daughters, Annabelle 
and Zoë. Chris is a graduate of 
Roxana High School, Lewis & 
Clark Community College and 
Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. He previously 
worked as a financial advisor for 
8 years, as Chief Financial Officer 
for a commercial real estate firm 
and then as Vice President of 
R.L.P. Development Company. 

Piasa Armory, LLC
Scott Pulaski
3685 E Broadway
Alton IL 62002-2046
(618) 433-2715
piasaarmory.com

Piasa Armory was founded in 
2012 with the goal of providing 
firearms education and a 
customer-focused firearm retailer 

to the area. 
Originally 
housed in the 
basement 
and dining 
room of its 
owner, Piasa 

Armory moved to its first retail 
location at 115 Market Street in 
Alton in November of 2013. The 
store moved to a more suitable 
location around the corner at 13 
East Broadway in 2015. In 2016, 
Piasa Armory found their current 
home in a former car dealership at 
3685 East Broadway. After much 
blood, sweat, tears, luck, and help 
from countless friends, family, and 
supporters, the indoor shooting 
range opened in June 2017. Piasa 
Armory remains the only public 
indoor shooting range in the 
Riverbend. Through the continued 
support of our customers, we 
continue to grow and expand our 
services and continue our mission 
to create a culture of responsible 
gun ownership.

continued on pg. 5
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RBGA Upcoming Events

Wednesday
June 20, 2018

Breakfast Connections
Best Western Premier

Thursday
June 21, 2018

Business After Hours
Catdaddy’s and  

Olive Oil Marketplace

Visit our website calendar for event  
details at www.GrowthAssociation.com

Welcome our newest members to the RBGA (continued)
Post Commons
Hugh Halter President
300 Alby St.
Alton IL 62002-6251
(618) 433-8870
postcommons.com

Post 
Commons, 
opened in 
January of 
2018 and 
serves as 
Alton’s 
downtown 

living room. With a spacious, 
eclectic charm that highlights the 
1909 Post Office, patrons can sit, 
dine, and enjoy 9,000 square feet 
of historic beauty and nostalgia. 
Post Commons offers world class 
coffee & tea, an all day brunch 
kitchen, and events center with 
a full bar. Post Commons can 
accommodate up to 500 people 
and offers catering as well. Hours 

of operation are 7am to 4pm 
Monday through Saturday, with 
a special Monday Night Cocktail 
and entertainment evening with 
creative food offerings each week.

Below deck is a 3,000 square 
foot incubator and shared office 
space concept designed to 
serve Alton’s growing business 
community. Post Commons is a 
non-profit venture committed to 
reclaiming and restoring Alton’s 
abandoned spaces and providing 
a place of community, enterprise, 
and encouragement.

Professional Hearing 
Associates
Joe Hopper Clinical Audiologist
1344 D’Adrian Professional 
Park
Godfrey IL 62035-1685
(618) 466-4444
professionalhearingassociates.com

Upper Alton Association
Jamie Ruyle
P.O. Box 1382
Alton IL 62002
(618) 466-0100
upperalton.com

The Upper Alton Association 
is a group of concerned business 

owners and residents who meet 
on a monthly basis to advance 
the aspects of the Upper Alton 
area. City officials attend the 
meetings and keep the group 
informed on information in 
and around the city. If you have 
attended any of the “Rockin’ 
with Robert” concerts, Christmas 
Tree Lighting, Clean-Up Day 
or the “Souper Saturday” 
event, you know the group is 
working hard to maintain the 

Make sure to take a walk around the park to check out ALL of the tasty 
treats!! Each food and drink vendor will be placed evenly all around the 

park, so you will never be too far from them!

Upper Alton Area. On Federal 
holidays, our American Flag is 
proudly displayed thanks to 
the association and the Fire 
Department for placing them 
in their respective holders. In 
the spring and summer, the 
floral hanging baskets make a 
statement to the entire area 
that we are helping to beautify 
the area. 

The Villas of Holly 
Brook
Valerie Matlock Executive 
Director
312 Mechanical Drive
Bethalto IL 62010
(618) 830-6108
villasofhollybrook.com
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MAYOR REPORT - Mike McCormick, Village of Godfrey
Village of Godfrey Progress 

for 2017-2018

The last 12 months have been 
busy for the Village of Godfrey, 
with ordinance changes on how 
the municipality addresses code 
enforcement and safety issues. 
Building and Zoning, Animal 
Control and the Fire Chief now 
have the ability to directly issue 
citations/summons for various 
code and parking violations, (as 
well as accelerate the removal of 
derelict vehicles.) The Village of 
Godfrey has partnered with the 
Madison County courts to allow 
citations to be addressed locally 
in Alton instead of at the County 
court in Edwardsville. And for the 
first time all revenue generated by 
the citations will remain with the 
village. Other village ordinance 
changes include the allowance to 
raise chickens in certain residential 
areas with a permit.

2017 also saw another 
successful year of the occupancy 
permit program, which has had a 
positive effect on controlling the 
quality of rental properties for the 
past four years.

As a result of hard work, 
increased efficiency, and various 
programs implemented, the village 
Building and Zoning Dept. has yet 
again improved its ISO (Insurance 
Services Office) rating from a “6/7” 
to a “4/4”. This improvement 
is potential good news for 
residents which may allow some 
to pay less on their homeowners’ 
insurance premiums since they are 
determined by the ISO rates.

Demolition has been completed 
on the condemned Hi-Way 
House Motor Inn as well as 
the old Chucks Fina and those 
properties are being prepared 
for development. The Village has 
purchased two properties across 
from Moto-Mart to be cleaned and 
made ready for development.

Several local businesses have 
also added amenities in the 
past year. Walmart has added 
a full shopping and pick-up 
service that would benefit many 
residents and Carrollton Bank 
has remodeled their space and 
nearly doubled their parking area, 
to accommodate the increased 
business. Additional climate-
controlled storage units have also 

been completed on West Delmar 
and the new Greenwood Heights 
Condominiums on St. Ambrose 
Drive are being built. A total of 17 
new residential units were built 
this past year with values ranging 
from $160,000 to $445,000 and a 
total of 34 construction permits 
have been issued, with more 
coming in every month (and no 
sign of slowing down.)

Godfrey welcomed many new 
businesses to town in 2017, 
several of which have set up shop 
in the reformed Monticello Plaza: 
Joe’s Pizza, SideBarr Technologies 
PC Repair and Boost Mobile. 
New businesses through the 
center of town on Godfrey Road 
include Wise Guys Gyros at 3200 
Godfrey Road, R&A Auto Sales at 
3104 Godfrey Road, Clear Sound 
Hearing Center at 5512 Godfrey 
Road, and OSF Prompt Care at 
6702 Godfrey Road. Construction 
is under way on the new 34 unit/ 
21,000 square foot San Gabriel 
Memory Care Center located at 
813 Lars Hoffman. 

On the parks and recreation 
front, 2017 was another busy 
year. In addition to the established 
community events that Godfrey 
has grown to love - BIG Truck Day, 
the annual Easter Egg Hunt, Family 
Fun Fest, Summer Movies, the 
Fall Corn Festival and Snowflake 
Festival – two events were again 
hosted to great success: the 
“Daddy Daughter Dance” and the 
KIDCation Olympics. It was also the 
third year for the Great Godfrey 
Triathlon, which was hosted in 
Glazebrook Park. The youth sports 
programs have continued to see 
growth in numbers. Homer Adams 
Park saw major changes with the 
addition of a new playground 
and an “expression swing.” The 
Memorial Tree Program expanded 
into LaVista Park, and the process 
for completing a Bike and 
Pedestrian Master Plan has begun.

In the Street Department (along 
with the numerous small repairs 
that have taken place) many 
larger projects have also been 
completed: Lawton St. (overlay 
and cul du sac replacement), South 
Hanser (Mill & Overlay), Walnut 
Dr. (repair), Paris Dr. from Eiffel Dr. 
to Longview (Mill & Overlay), Paris 
Dr. from Chateau Dr. to 4909 Paris 
(Mill & Overlay), Stamper Ln. (Mill 

& Overlay), and Hoffman Gardens 
(Parking Lot Overlay).

Godfrey’s emergency 
management agency (E.S.D.A.-
Emergency Services & Disaster 
Agency) has had a productive 
year as well. Village Public Safety 
Administrator, Chris Sichra, reports 
several programs he introduced 
are been continued including 
the volunteer outreach program 
and the “Be Found -Stay Safe 
& Sound!” (to assist veterans, 
older residents and the disabled 
obtain address numbers.) Regular 
“Code Red” drives continue at 
city hall, designed to get residents 
to sign up for severe weather 
alerts through their home or 
smartphones. Local businesses 
also donated equipment, like a 55’ 
flat screen monitor, mapboards 
and other improvements 
to upgrade the village EOC 
(Emergency Operations Center) so 
that we are better prepared during 
times of crisis.

Godfrey’s emergency 
management program’s crowning 
achievement came when our 
emergency preparedness 
efforts were recognized by the 
Illinois Governor and the Illinois 
Emergency Management Agency 
(IEMA.) Godfrey was presented 
with IEMA’s “Ready to Respond 
Award,” making Godfrey the 
SECOND community in the entire 
state and the first in Madison 
County to hold the accreditation.

Last year, the village 
also continued the “Facade 
Improvement Program” to 
support Godfrey businesses and 
commercial property owners in 
updating and expanding their 
locations. To date, the Village has 
awarded over $11,000. With this 
program and the Village’s “Solarize 
Godfrey” initiative, the Village 
offered additional encouragement 
for the installation of solar panels 
for local businesses. The program 
provided approximately $4,600 
to our businesses that installed 
over $90,000 in energy and 
environment saving equipment.

One of the major efforts the 
Village of Godfrey participated in 
was a joint application with other 
local communities to receive the 
“Enterprise Zone” designation by 
the State of Illinois. The Enterprise 
Zone will become another 

powerful 
economic 
development 
tool to attract 
new business 
and grow 
those that 
already make 
Godfrey 
their home. 
This designation was announced 
late in 2017. The designation 
could be particularly helpful as 
a major economic development 
announcement was just made in 
Jerseyville regarding a rail center.

Perhaps the biggest impact to 
Godfrey’s development future 
was recently made with the 
expansion of Godfrey’s Business 
District Area I and the creation 
of Business District Area II. With 
the expansion of Business District 
Area, I, the Village will be better 
suited to assist the growth and 
improvement along Godfrey Road 
and Delmar Avenue. With the 
creation of Business District Area 
II, the Village is strongly positioned 
to deliver the infrastructure 
necessary to encourage the 
desired growth and development 
north and west of Walmart, 
including the possible expansion 
of Lars Hoffman Crossing where 
construction on the new San 
Gabriel Memory Care Center has 
already begun.

One of the challenges for 2018 
will be the village considering the 
possibility of selling the sewer 
system in order to offset expensive 
required EPA/environmental 
upgrades that could potentially 
cost taxpayers tens of millions of 
dollars. By selling the system the 
village would not be responsible 
for those upgrades and the sale 
would also directly benefit the 
Godfrey Fire Protection District 
by allowing property taxes not 
currently assessed on those 
multiple properties, lift stations, 
and treatment plant be paid to 
the fire protection district (and 
the village) allowing the revenue 
windfall to help purchase much 
needed apparatus/trucks and 
assist with staffing shortfalls.
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Blair and Dory Smith had 
two things in mind when 
they opened Elsah General 
Store in April 2015. The first 
thing in mind was that it 
had to be an actual working 
General Store, serving 
Elsah and the neighboring 

communities by providing 
everyday necessities such 
as butter, local eggs, milk, 
cheese, juice, sugar, flour, 
meats, pasta, cereal, 
chips, and countless other 
essentials. At the same time 
they were hoping to give 
visitors from a wider radius 
a unique and memorable 
shopping experience in 
a beautifully restored 
building, dating back to 
the 1870’s, with its original 
countertops and floors, 
to find pottery, cards, 
books, gifts, collectibles, 
old fashion candy, 
vintage bottled soda, ice 
cream, a pastry counter, 
and the ‘Goodies Table.’ 

The Elsah General Store 
is celebrating three years of 
business and is going strong 
into their fourth. When 
Blair and Dory purchased 
the building, that used to 
hold JK Keller & Son, they 
had no intention of opening 
any type of store. They 
had set up the storefront 
as their grandchildren’s 
playroom. But as the years 
went on, they saw a need 
for something like this 

in the historic Village of 
Elsah. After being a part of 
the Elsah Holiday House 
Tour, hearing stories from 
the visitors and seeing 
the visitors eyes light up 
when they first entered, 
they knew they had to do 

something. 
When they 
opened, 
they had no 
expectations of 
what the future 
would hold for 
them. In the 
three years 
of business, 

Blair and Dory are very 
pleased with the way this 
idea has unfolded. “The 
Elsah General Store is a 
hidden gem.  It is a must 
see when exploring the 
quaint, beautiful Village of 
Elsah,” says Augie Wuellner, 
Partner/Financial Advisor 
of Alton Securities & 
Asset Advisors, and Board 
Member of The RiverBend 
Growth Association.

The Elsah General Store 

has become known for its 
selection of 50 varieties of 
vintage bottled soda, and 
shoppers love to come in 
and see what’s new on the 
shelves. Their shoppers also 
love the ‘Goodies Table.’ On 
the table, shoppers can find 
sweet treats they might not 
see every day. These treats 
include gooey butter cakes 
from McArthur’s Bakery 
and Ann & Allen Bakers, 

bread from Fazio’s 
Bakery on The Hill, sweet 
bread from La Bonne 
Bouchée, Billy Goat 
Chips, Dad’s Cookies, 
Kakao Chocolate, Hank’s 
Cheesecakes, and much 
more. Most of what is on 
the ‘Goodies Table’ comes 
from the St. Louis Area. 
Blair and Dory had thought 
that the local folks, who 
don’t cross the river as 
often, would enjoy having 
an opportunity to purchase 
some treats that they don’t 
see all of the time. Elsah 
General 
Store is 
always 
looking for 
ways to 
make the 
shopping 
experience 
memorable 
and unique. 
Besides 
the ‘Goodie Table’, another 
way they do this is to bring 
in nostalgic brands such 
as Fowlers Mill, and carry 

as many local items as 
possible. To the extent 
that they can, Elsah 
General Store keeps 
adding unique, iconic 
brands that fit their goal. 
According to a customer 
from the Lockhaven area 

who was at the General 
Store to buy ingredients for 
her salsa, “Blair is a great 
community team leader.”

One key to their success 
has been the Village 
of Elsah. Its seemingly 
untouched historic presence 
and beauty have made it 
a ‘must see’ for visitors 
from all over the region. 
According to Blair, people 
love the drive alongside 

the Mississippi River, and if 
they know of, or have read 
anything about Elsah, they 
pull off the River Road for 
a lap through the village, 
just for a chance to soak in 
some of its rich history and 
natural beauty. With the 
opportunity to stay at one 
of the two lovely bed and 
breakfast inns, and then 
visit the Elsah General Store, 

it gives 
people 
visiting 
the 
chance to 
imagine 
what life 
might 
have been 
like. 

If you 
would like to visit Elsah 
General Store they are 
located at 22 LaSalle St. You 
can contact them by calling 
618-556-0709, or email 
them at elsahgeneralstore@
gmail.com. Don’t forget to 
give their Facebook page a 
like to keep up with what 
is going on not only at the 
General Store, but also the 
Village of Elsah.

A Showcase of Elsah General Store, 3 Years Strong

The RiverBend Growth 
Association supports 
Elsah General Store 

and their members by 
offering a Showcase to 

member businesses. 
Please visit http://www.
growthassociation.com/
page/member-benefits/ 
if you would like to know 
more about this member 

benefit. 
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The Wealthcare Group celebrates 
rebranding with ribbon cutting

The Wealthcare 
Group has merged to 
help build, protect, 
and enhance your life.

2 Terminal Drive
Suite 4A and 15
East Alton, IL 62024

618-259-8920
(Karen and Tara)
618-259-7900 
(David and Jacob)

www.thewealthcaregroup.com  |  info@thewealthcaregroup.com

Contact Nautilus 
Fitness Center today 
as they are a leader in 
Alton when it comes 
to a fitness facility. 
Nautilus is locally 
owned and was 
established 35 years 
ago.

4425 Industrial Dr. 
Alton, IL 62002
Phone: 618-466-9115
Website: http://nautilusalton.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NautilusAlton/

Watch this month’s video presentation at http://www.
growthassociation.com/page/event-videos/

Congratulations to Nautilus Fitness 
Center for being RBGA’s May’s Small 
Business of the Month

Robert Sanders Waste Systems cuts 
ribbon to celebrate second location

Second office location 
opens to help service 
the Riverbend area. 
Robert “Bob” Sanders 
Waste is a waste hauling 
company specializing 
in residential pick up, 
roll-off and commercial 
dumpster services.

2421 State Street
Alton, IL 62002
618-465-8461

www.sanderswaste.com/

www.facebook.com/
Robert-Bob-Sanders-Waste-Systems-125242654196425/

RBGA members strengthen their 
network with health professionals

A successful Total Networking Luncheon was held at Bluff City 
Grill as RBGA members networked and heard from Jenna Farmer 
of Centerstone and Chris Amick of Phoenix Physical Therapy about 
the importance of having health professionals in your network.

Our next networking event is June 20, 2018 at Best Western 
Premier. Watch your email for details and registration.
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Scheffel Boyle Raises $6,100 for Big 
Brothers Big Sisters 

RBGA Members IN THE NEWS

The employees of Scheffel 
Boyle CPAs have once again 
teamed up to raise funds 
for Big Brothers Big Sisters 
(BBBS) of Southwestern 
Illinois at the annual Bowl 
for Kids’ Sake fundraiser. This 
year, the firm’s employees 
raised an outstanding $6,100 
for the agency through 
their efforts. All donations 
collected go directly to BBBS 
of Southwestern Illinois. 

Scheffel Boyle’s two bowling 
teams, the “Tax-Manian 
Devils” and the “Ten-Key 
Strikers”, participated in the 
event on April 24th at Edison’s 
Entertainment Complex in 
Edwardsville. The firm’s ten 
bowlers are individually 
responsible for doing their 
own fundraising for the event. 
Due to their efforts, Bowl for 
Kids’ Sake listed five members 
of Scheffel Boyle’s teams as 
top fundraisers for the entire 
program this year. 

“Every year our teams go 
above and beyond for this 
cause,” said Scott Weber, a 
Principal in Scheffel Boyle’s 
Edwardsville office and the 
Board of Directors’ Treasurer 
for BBBS of Southwestern 

Illinois. “It’s amazing to see 
them work so hard to raise 
money for this organization. 
I’m really proud of all they have 
accomplished.”

BBBS has been changing 
lives of youth throughout the 
U.S. for more than 100 years. 
Their vision “that all children 
achieve success in life”, is 
supported through donations 
and fundraising events, such 
as Bowl for Kids’ Sake. For 
information on how you can 
donate or participate in a BBBS 
of Southwestern Illinois event, 
visit www.bbbsil.org.

Scheffel Boyle is recognized 
as the largest locally-
owned accounting firm in 
Southwestern Illinois, and as 
one of the largest accounting 
firms in the entire St. Louis 
region. Their offices are 
currently located in Alton, 
Edwardsville, Belleville, 
Highland, Jerseyville, Columbia, 
and Carrollton. Established in 
1924, their services include 
corporate, personal, and 
governmental tax, auditing, 
and accounting. For more 
information about Scheffel 
Boyle, visit their website at 
www.scheffelboyle.com. 

Pictured Participants: Sarah Kinkead, Chad Frerichs, Carrie Evans, 
Michael Brokering, Maggie Stock, Josh Andres, Elizabeth Heil, Sarah 
Wells (subbing for Sarah Smith), Crystal Bock, and Jenna Andres

SPRINGFIELD – Elsah, the 
tiny town that hardly seems to 
have changed in the past 150 
years, was named the state’s 
top scenic spot by voters 
taking part in the Illinois Top 
200 project. It was followed by 
the Great River Road, which 
follows the Mississippi River 
from Galena to Cairo, and a 
remarkable statue of Black 
Hawk in northern Illinois.

The top five also includes 
Garden of the Gods in Shawnee 
National Forest and Starved 
Rock State Park in LaSalle 
County.

The Illinois Top 200 project 
lets Illinoisans vote every two 
weeks on the most inspiring 
leaders, greatest books, top 
businesses and much more. By 
the state’s 200th birthday on 
Dec. 3, voters will have chosen 
10 favorites in 20 different 
categories – the Illinois Top 
200.

Here are the top 10 scenic 
spots historic sites:

1. Elsah – Elsah still looks 
much the same as it did 150 
years ago — cozy homes and 
gardens tucked into a small 
valley along the Mississippi 
River, not far from Alton. The 
entire village is on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

2. Great River Road – The 
route along the Mississippi 
from Galena to Cairo takes 
drivers through old river towns, 
towering bluffs, fertile fields 

Elsah, Great River Road take top 
spots in Illinois Top 200 voting

and unique historic sites.
3. Black Hawk Statue 
4. Garden of the Gods 
5. Starved Rock State Park 
6. Galena 
7. Chicago Lakefront 
8. Giant City State 
9. Allerton Park 
10. Fort Kaskaskia State 

Historic Site 
“From Starved Rock and 

Galena to Garden of the Gods 
and Giant City State Park, 
this is the perfect time of 
year to explore all the scenic 
places and natural wonders 
Illinois has to offer,” said Cory 
Jobe, director of the Illinois 
Office of Tourism. “Illinois is 
the only state that’s home to 
seven national scenic byways 
including the Great River Road, 
Lincoln Highway and Historic 
Route 66 – full of charming 
towns and local hidden gems 
to explore.

The Illinois Top 200 is a 
joint initiative of the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum, The (Springfield) 
State Journal-Register and 
the Illinois Bicentennial 
Commission.

Future categories include 
authors, musicians, actors, 
leaders and unforgettable 
moments. Everyone is invited 
to suggest possible nominees 
in each category by using the 
hashtag #ILtop200 on social 
media.
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Friday, June 15, 2018
Spencer T. Olin Golf Course
4701 College Avenue, Alton

4-person golf scramble
11:00-11:45 registration | 11:00-12:00 lunch buffet

12:00 shotgun start 
5:00 dinner buffet (or immediately following golf)

Golf Sponsor Opportunities
CLUBHOUSE SPONSOR ($800) 
One foursome | recognition at lunch and dinner via table signs | hole sponsor 
sign | recognition in Business Edge, RBGA website and RBGA Facebook

OWN A HOLE SPONSOR ($400) 
Bring a tent, table or booth to a tee box or the putting green and own the hole. Put up your own sign or banner and 
pass out your promotional materials (all subject to committee approval). A great chance to visit with every golfer. You 
receive recognition in Business Edge, table sign, RBGA website and RBGA Facebook.

BEVERAGE CART SPONSOR ($350) 
Company name listed on all beverage carts | recognition in Business Edge, table sign, RBGA website and RBGA 
Facebook

PUTTING GREEN SPONSOR ($200) 
Sign on putting green listing you as an official sponsor of “The Putting Challenge” | recognition on rules sheet, in 
Business Edge, table sign, RBGA website and RBGA Facebook

TEE BOX SPONSOR ($150) 
Option 1: Tee box sign provided by RBGA | recognition in Business Edge, table sign, RBGA website and RBGA 
Facebook
Option 2: Bring your own sign to the tee box. (maximum size 18”x24”) | recognition in Business Edge, table 
sign, RBGA website and RBGA Facebook (sign due to RBGA by 6/8/18 and will be returned after event)

Player Opportunities
TEAM SPONSOR ($500) 
Team of four golfers | Company recognition | Green fees | Cart | Putting 
contest | Attendance prizes | Hole-in-One prizes | Lunch | Dinner | 
Complimentary refreshments all day | Opportunity to network with Riverbend 
business leaders

INDIVIDUAL ($125) 
Green fees | Cart | Putting contest | Attendance prizes | Hole-in-One prizes 
| Lunch | Dinner | Complimentary refreshments all day | Opportunity to 
network with Riverbend business leaders

TITLE SPONSOR

Click on the 
event logo on 
our homepage at www.

GrowthAssociation.
com for sponsorship 

registration.

Deadline is June 1. Contact Trish at 467-2280 today!


