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Pictured left to right are John Keller, RBGA 
President; John Roberts, 2018 Board of Directors 
Chairman; Rob Schwartz, 2019 Board of Directors 
Chairman; Brad Goacher, 2020 Board of Directors 
Chairman

Rob Schwartz, 2019 Board of Directors Chairman, 
watches a year-in-review video

The RiverBend Growth 
Association’s (RBGA) Annual 
Dinner Meeting for 2019 was 
held on Thursday, January 24, 
2019 on the campus of Lewis 
and Clark Community College. 
A packed house was seated 
in The Commons in support 
of the RBGA and to honor the 
evening’s award winners. They 
were treated to a great meal 
and service by Head of Catering 
Services Stacey Harmon, Head 
Chef Tim Weaver and their 
staff.

Chairman John Roberts 
conducted a brief business 
meeting in which a slate of 
Board of Directors was elected 
for 2019. Four newcomers 
were elected to three year 
terms, including: Tom Berry 
of Jackson Lewis, P.C.; Jeff 
Lauritzen of COUNTRY 
Financial; Stan Scott of 
Illinois American Water and 
Denise VonderHaar of Hearst 
Publications (The Telegraph).

In addition, six board 
members were elected to their 
second three year term: Greg 
Caffey, City of Alton; Mark 
Haggard, CNB Bank & Trust; 
Jim Shrader, Retired; Dwight 
Werts, Werts Welding & Tank 
Service; Augie Wuellner, Alton 
Securities & Asset Advisors and 
John Roberts, Roberts Motors. 
Outgoing Board members who 
were recognized and thanked 
by Chairman Roberts for the 
service to the organization 
included Karen Cooper, Illinois 
American Water Company; 
Alan Meyer, 1st MidAmerica 
Credit Union; Cindy Smalley, 

Cope Plastics; and 
Karen Wilson, State 
Farm.

Also recognized 
were current Board 
members: Lori 
Artis, Lewis & Clark 
Community College; 
John Barnerd, 
Simmons Hanly 
Conroy, LLC;  Dale 
Blachford, Liberty 
Bank; Doug Cobb, 
Carpenters Union 
Local 664; Melissa 
Erker, Phillips 
66 Wood River 
Refinery; Mike 
Fitzgerald, Scheffel 
Boyle; Mat Hanley, 
OSF Saint Anthony’s 
Health Center; 
Pam Heepke, 
Raifort Commerce 
Park; Cody Hinkle, 
Beverly Farm; Jen 
Jackson, Helmkamp 
Construction; Tim 
Kuebrich, Lake 
Drive Logistics; 
Eric McRoy, 
Advantage News; David Miller, 
St. Louis Regional Airport; Dr. 
Stephanie Monroe, River Bend 
Chiropractic; Scott Reichmann, 
Barber Murphy Group; Don 
Retzlaff, Argosy Casino; Terry 
Shewmake, IBEW Local 649; 
Dan St. Peters, St. Peters True 
Value Hardware & Rental; 
Sam Stemm, WBGZ/Alton 
Daily News; Dave Stevenson, 
Quality Buick GMC Cadillac; 
Steve Thompson, Carrollton 
Bank; Denise Wolff, Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services Elite 

Properties; and Jess Woodman, 
Woodman Collision Center.

Also elected were incoming 
chairman Rob Schwartz of 
TheBANK of Edwardsville and 
chairman elect for 2020, Brad 
Goacher of Alton Memorial 
Hospital.

Brett Stawar of Great 
Rivers and Routes Tourism 
Bureau then announced their 
organization’s Spirit of Tourism 
honoree for 2019, Old Bakery 
Beer Company. Dr. Randy 
Rogalsky, James Rogalsky and 
his wife Lauren Pattan accepted 

Annual Dinner Meeting 2019

continued on page 2
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Watch this month’s video presentation
http://www.growthassociation.com/page/event-videos/

PODCAST available at 
http://www.growthassociation.com/page/lets-talk/

Smart Choice 
Auto Sales has 
been named 
January’s Small 
Business of the 
Month! Since 
opening their 
doors in 2007 
Smart Choice 
Auto Sales has 
continued their 
commitment to provide an 
honest and up front business 
approach that has resulted 
in over 3,900 retail vehicle 
sales. During that time their 
reputation has remained 
among the best in the industry 
while being awarded, “Best 
Used Car Dealer” by readers 
of the Alton Telegraph six 
of the last eight years and a 
spotless history with the Better 
Business Bureau (BBB). They 
have accomplished this by 
eliminating the smoke-and-
mirrors practices, and adhering 
to a strict reconditioning 
process that makes their High 
Quality Pre-owned vehicles the 
cleanest you will find. They also 
provide free CARFAX® history 
reports and offer Credit Union 
financing with the best available 
interest rates.  As a small, family 
run business they pride their 
selves in turning customers into 
friends with the hope you feel 
comfortable recommending 
them to someone who is in the 
market for a vehicle. 

Two years ago they opted to 
enhance their current location 
in lieu of relocating. Their main 
building was remodeled and 
updated, and they expanded 
with a brand new 4-bay detail 
shop, and equipped both 
buildings with solar panels 
that supply 70% of their 

electricity needs. They take 
pride in their appearance by 
keeping their landscaping, lot, 
and inventory well organized 
and presentable. Their 
employees are consistently 
improving through weekly 
training programs centered 
on product knowledge, and 
Federal compliance. Within 
the last year they have hired 
a technician that is currently 
working towards obtaining full 
Automotive Service Excellence 
(ASE) Certification as well. 

Smart Choice Auto Sales 
also takes pride in community 
service.  In the past they have 
sponsored a food drive for the 
Community Hope Center and 
many local golf tournaments, 
trivia nights, and local high 
school events.  They also 
contribute to The Salvation 
Army, Wounded Warriors 
Project, and many others.  Each 
of the salesmen is active in 
the community as well.  One 
salesman is in training to be a 
Godfrey Volunteer Firefighter, 
one is a little league football 
coach, and a third salesman 
volunteers with a local 
organization benefiting family’s 
battling childhood cancer. They 
are proud to have served the 
Riverbend communities for 
the past 11 years, and they are 
looking forward to extending 
that far into the future. 

RiverBend Growth Association 
Names Smart Choice Auto Sales Its 
Small Business of the Month

the well-deserved 
award.

After the 12 Small 
Business of the Month 
winners for 2018 
were acknowledged 
it was time for 
Chairman Roberts to 
honor the Growth 
Association’s active 
Committee Chairs for 
their time and effort that 
help keep the organization 
running smoothly. Accepting 
accolades were: Ambassador 
Committee Co-Chairs 
Therese Kuddes, Kuddes 
Advertising Specialties and 
Martha Schultz, First Mid 
Bank & Trust; Promotions 
Committee Chair Carol 
Wylie of Scott Credit Union; 
Small Business of the Month 
Chair Amy Schaake-Smith of 
RiverBender.com; Women’s 
Seminar Committee Chair 
Neena Frisch of The Bank 
of Edwardsville and Young 
Adults Committee Chair 
Lindsey Kahl of Midwest 
Members Credit Union. 
Committees are coordinated 
by Trish Holmes, with the 
exception of Young Adults, 
coordinated through Alex St. 

Peters.
Chairman John Roberts 

then announced his choice 
for the Chairman’s Award 
for 2018 was YOU-THE 
RIVERBEND COMMUNITY 
for voting, supporting and 
coming together as a region 
to bring the momentum that 
has been captured by the 
Small Business Revolution 
to our front door. It is now 
our job to build on that 
momentum.

The evening concluded 
with the “Passing of the 
Gavel” to incoming Chairman 
Rob Schwartz of TheBANK 
of Edwardsville. Chairman 
Schwartz thanked John 
Roberts for all of his work and 
dedication to the organization 
with the presentation of a 
desk clock.

Annual Dinner (continued)

1st MidAmerica Credit 
Union
Alton Center Business Park
Alton Memorial Hospital
Ameren Illinois
Argosy Casino Alton
Beverly Farm
Carrollton Bank
CNB Bank & Trust, N.A.
Contegra Construction 

Company
Godfrey, Village of
Great Rivers & Routes 

Tourism Bureau
Hit-n-Run
Illinois American Water
IBEW Local 649
Lewis and Clark Community 

College

Liberty Bank
Midwest Members Credit 

Union
OSF Saint Anthony’s Health 

Center
Phillips 66 Wood River 

Refinery
Sheppard, Morgan & 

Schwaab, Inc.
Simmons Hanly Conroy
St. Louis Regional Airport
The Telegraph
TheBANK of Edwardsville
United Methodist Village
WBGZ/AltonDailyNews.com
Werts Welding & Tank 

Service, Inc.

We would like to thank our 2019 Annual Dinner Sponsors:

More event photos can be found at http://www.
growthassociation.com/page/event-photos/
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Welcome our newest members to the RiverBend Growth Association
Better Hearing Clinic
Teralandur Parthasarathy Audiologist
94 Northport Drive
Alton IL 62002-5940
(618) 433-9932
betterhearingclinic.com

Dr. T. K. Parthasarathy is a board certified 
audiologist at the Better Hearing Clinic and 
former professor of audiology at SIUE with 
31 years of clinical, teaching, and research 
experience working with the hearing-
impaired patients. Dr. T.K. Parthasarathy 
has outstanding expertise and knowledge 
in diagnostic hearing testing, tinnitus 
evaluation and treatment and customized 
hearing aid solutions. We have the state-
of-the art facility and the best 21st century 
revolutionary and effective hearing aid 
technology. Understanding the way our 
patients live, their personal hearing needs, 
and expectations will help us craft a more 
personalized and comprehensive customized 
hearing solutions than anyone else can offer. 
Our expert solutions and counseling are 
delivered to patients with outmost care and 
compassion.

Dr. T.K. Parthasarathy provides diagnostic 
testing and treatment plan for patients 3 
years and older. His practice works very 
closely with the patients primary care 
physician (PCP) to optimize patients overall 
health and quality of life. He provides a Risk 
Free hearing aid trial. The follow-up after 
the purchase of the hearing instrument is for 
the life of the hearing instrument that covers 
for a regular free cleaning and checkups. 
In addition, unlimited office visits are also 
offered for reprogramming of the hearing 
instruments. We are here to help you and 
serve you. We are focused on the patient’s 
best interest and helping them hear clearly 
is our “Only” business. As a part of Hearing 
Wellness Program in the community, a FREE 
hearing testing is offered for all patients 50 
years and older. Please call us at 618-433-
9932 for your appointment. 

Happy Hour Barber Stop
Claudia Espinoza Owner
4619 N. Alby St.
Godfrey, Illinois 62035-1957
618.363.4866
happy.hour.barberstop@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/
happyhourbarberstop

The Happy Hour Barber Stop is a 
traditional style barbershop geared 
towards exceptional customer service, 
great haircuts and a 
variety of hair/beard 
products. We offer 
haircuts, beard trims 
and eyebrow waxes. 
There’s a comfortable 
waiting area, with 
complimentary drinks, 
along with relaxing seating and even old-
school arcade systems. Like a traditional 
barbershop, we concentrate mostly on 
men’s cuts but are proficient in women’s 
also. For small children we have a unique 
child’s barber chair along with a train 
table to keep them busy while waiting. 
We accommodate all ages! A barbershop 
is nothing without a good haircut. The 
owner, Claudia, has worked in a barbershop 
for 18 years, perfecting her trade, before 
following her dream and opening her own 
shop. Visit us, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
8:30a – 5:30p or Saturday 8:00a – 1:00p 
walk-ins only. Mondays and Thursdays call 
for appointment. Remember it’s not just a 
haircut it’s an experience!

The RiverBend Growth 
Association members enjoyed 
a “Think Warm” theme at 
January’s Business After Hours at 
Morningside of Godfrey. 

The RBGA would like to thank 
Morningside of Godfrey and 
everyone that attended the 
evening for great networking, 
food, and prizes. 

Please contact Morningside 
of Godfrey by calling 618-467-
7062 to learn more about 
their services or visit https://
www.fivestarseniorliving.
com/communities/il/godfrey/
morningside-of-godfrey.

They can also be found on 
Facebook @fivestarliving.

January Business After Hours held at Morningside of Godfrey
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Wednesday, January 30 | 1:00 p.m.
Ribbon Cutting: Better Hearing Clinic
94 Northport Drive, Alton 62002

Monday, February 4 | 3:00 p.m.
Ribbon Cutting: Senior Services Plus 
Wellness Center
2603 N. Rodgers Ave., Alton 62002

Thursday, February 7 | 2:30 p.m.
Ribbon Cutting: Happy Hour Barber Stop
2603 N. Rodgers Ave., Alton 62002

Wednesday, February 20 
8:00 a.m. registration & breakfast buffet
Best Western Premier
3550 College Ave., Alton
$12 admission

RBGA Upcoming Events
Thursday, February 28 | 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Old Bakery Beer Company |  
400 Landmarks Blvd., Alton
$5 admission at the door

All members are invited! 
Visit our website calendar for event 

details - GrowthAssociation.com

Self-Help Junkie Eric D. 
McRoy (AdVantage News) 
introduced the RBGA 
membership to the priceless 
wisdom and insight found in 
Stephen R. Covey’s bestselling 
book “The 7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People: Powerful 
Lessons in Personal Change” 
(more than 25 million sold) at 
our Total Networking Luncheon 
this month. 

Attendees were geared up 
and introduced to Part One 
of the lesson “Paradigms and 
Principles” as he dialed in on 
the importance of keeping 
an open mind and being 
optimistic.

McRoy added that he himself 
is a student and we can all 
learn from each other.

Please visit his website for 
notes on the presentation 
along with other great 
resources such as tips and 
tricks for your iPhone and 
other great reads! https://
www.ericmcroy.com/190116

Please click the red button at 
the bottom of the page to 
leave feedback.

Interested in purchasing the 
book? Please use the link on 
this page:

https://www.ericmcroy.com/
books

The RiverBend Growth 
Association hopes that 
everyone will benefit from 
this program and much value 
is taken away from all of our 
events. 

Stephen Covey book topic of networking lunch by RiverBend Growth 
Association

Presenter Eric D. McRoy of Advantage engages the audience with an activity.

 (right) Amy Smith 
of Riverbender.com, 
winner of the book 
raffled, pictured 
with presenter 
Eric D. McRoy of 
Advantage.

(left) Small Business 
of the Month 
Winner, Smart 
Choice Auto Sales
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What school do 
you attend and 
what year are 
you?

Marquette 
Catholic High 
School Junior

What’s your 
favorite Riverbend 
restaurant? 

Johnson’s Corner

Where do you like to visit 
for vacation? 

Gulf Shores, AL 

Name one of your most 
important leadership skills.

I always include everyone 
and listen to their ideas and 
comments. 

If you were 
stranded on a 
desert island, what 
three things would 
you bring?

I would bring a 
book about how to 
survive on a desert 
island, a pop-up 

shelter, and my toothbrush. 

What is your favorite sport 
to watch? 

baseball

What is one of the things 
on your bucket list?

I want to visit Africa 

Where do you like to Shop 
Local?

Target!

Meet Grace...

Grace Schulz

What school do 
you attend and 
what year are you?

Marquette 
Catholic High 
School Senior

What’s your 
favorite Riverbend 
restaurant?

Roper’s Regal Beagle

Where do you like to visit 
for vacation?

Naples, FL

Name one of your most 
important leadership skills. 

Communication

What are your 
hobbies? 

Watching sports

What is your 
favorite sport to 
watch?

Football

What is one of the 
things on your 

bucket list?
Buy my mom a jaguar 

convertible

Where do you like to Shop 
Local?

Schnucks and Godfrey 
Meat Market

Meet Will...

Will Dixon

2018-2019 
Members

This is the first in a series to meet the students from the five area 
high schools represented on our Young Adults Committee. This month 

features the two students from Marquette Catholic High School in Alton.

Mid America Audiology Group opens new office location
The RiverBend Growth 

Association, the chamber 
of commerce and economic 
development organization for 
the Riverbend, hosted a ribbon 
cutting for the grand opening 
and new management of Mid 
America Audiology Group on 
January 29, 2019. For over 30 
years, Mid America Audiology 
Group has been helping people 
improve the quality of their lives 
in Alton, Edwardsville, Granite 
City, and surrounding areas in 
Southern Illinois. The quality 
of life of anyone depends on a 
person’s ability to communicate 
with friends and family. Mid 
America Audiology Group is 
dedicated to improving the 
quality of life for their patients 
by offering the best solution for 
each individual’s hearing needs.

With two Audiologists, a 
Hearing Instrument Specialist, 
and a strong support staff, each 

member of the Mid America 
Audiology Group is experienced, 
compassionate, and honest. The 
hearing specialists are committed 
to excellence and ethics while 
providing the best care for your 
specific hearing needs. Mid 
America Audiology has served 
the hearing health care needs of 
patients since 1983. You can be 
sure that the most up-to-date 
knowledge and technology go 
into your hearing diagnosis and 
treatment.

Mid America Audiology Group 
offers many hearing services, 
including hearing aid fitting 
and dispensing, free hearing 
screenings, tinnitus treatment, 
and more. If you or a loved one 
worry you may be experiencing 
the start of hearing loss, do not 
wait to schedule an appointment 
with one of their qualified and 
caring professionals. They also 
offer Videonystagmography 

(VNG) testing 
that will help 
evaluate the 
vestibular 
system to 
determine 
the cause 
of dizziness, 
disequilibrium, 
or vertigo and 
provide key 
information for the management 
of these systems.  Mid America 
Audiology Group prides itself 
on fitting the highest-quality 
hearing aids available on the 
market today that are expertly 
programmed to meet the 
demands of your lifestyle. They 
provide free hearing screenings 
at all locations as well as offer a 
60-day risk-free trial on hearing 
aids to help you find your 
solution.

Mid America Audiology 
Group has moved to 3511 

College Avenue, Alton Illinois 
62002, and has other locations 
in Edwardsville, Glen Carbon, 
Granite City, and Jerseyville. 
You can call them at 618-462-
7900; office hours are Monday 
through Friday 8:00 AM to 
5:00 PM. Make sure to like and 
follow them on Facebook (@
MidAmericaAudiologyGroupLtd), 
and you can visit their 
website at www.
midamericaaudiologygroup.com. 
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Steve
Thompson

Carrollton Bank

Terry 
Shewmake

IBEW Local 649

Stan Scott
Illinois American

Water

Melissa Erker
Phillips 66 Wood 

River Refinery

Eric McRoy
AdVantage

Scott
Reichmann

Barber Murphy 
Group

Dave Stevenson
Quality Buick 
GMC Cadillac

Mat Hanley
OSF HealthCare
Saint Anthony’s 
Health Center

LEADERSHIP... IS WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT.
Meet our Leaders for 2019.

TREASURER

Mike Fitzgerald
Scheffel Boyle

CHAIRMAN

Rob Schwartz
TheBANK of Edwardsville

PAST CHAIRMAN

John Roberts
Roberts Motors

Jim Shrader
Consultant

Lori Artis
Lewis and Clark
Comm. College

Greg Caffey
City of Alton

Mark Haggard
CNB Bank & 
Trust, N.A.

David Miller
St. Louis

Regional Airport

Dr. Stephanie 
Monroe

River Bend 
Chiropractic

Dan St. Peters
St. Peters

Hardware & 
Rental

Sam Stemm
WBGZ Radio

Denise Wolff
Berkshire 

Hathaway Home 
Services Elite 

Properties

Jess Woodman
Woodman 

Collision Center

Dwight Werts
Werts Welding & 

Tank Service

Don Retzlaff
Argosy Casino 

Alton

Pam Heepke
Raifort 

Commerce Park

Cody Hinkle
Beverly Farm

Dale Blachford
Liberty Bank

Tim Kuebrich
Lake Drive
Logistics

John Barnerd
Simmons Hanly 

Conroy

Doug Cobb
Carpenters Local 

664

Jennifer Jackson
Helmkamp

Construction

Augie 
Wuellner

Alton Securities 
& Asset Advisors

Jeff Lauritzen
COUNTRY 
Financial®

Denise 
VonderHaar
The Telegraph

Tom Berry
Jackson Lewis 

P.C.

CHAIRMAN ELECT

Brad Goacher
Alton Memorial Hospital
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Remarks from our Incoming Chair  Remarks from our Outgoing Chair

John Roberts
Roberts Motors

Rob Schwartz
TheBANK of 
Edwardsville

I have truly enjoyed the 
privilege of serving as 
Chairman of the RiverBend 
Growth Association this past 
year. I have always done my 
best to get out to area events 
as much as possible, but this 
year I have made it a point 
to attend more and have 
enjoyed every one of them.  It 
has been a pleasure getting 
to know more of the business 
community and creating 
relationships along the way.

We are all truly blessed to live 
and work in such a great community as we do. 2018 was 
definitely a year filled with great things.  We started the year 
with all the excitement building about the Small Business 
Revolution, which as we all know Alton won! This event 
showed just how enthusiastic the citizens of our community 
are about this area and how we can rally together for a 
great cause. Not only did six local businesses benefit from 
the program, the whole community did. The lighting of Third 
Street, new signage in town, national notoriety and many 
other benefits came to us all. When we all work together, 
amazing things can happen, and as Mayor Silkwood said, 
“We all need to be pulling on the same end of the rope”. The 
momentum is swinging in our favor and we need to keep 
moving towards bigger and better things for our community 
and as we all know, we can accomplish a great deal when 
we work together.  

A year ago, when I took office, we were saying goodbye to 
Monica Bristow and beginning the search for a replacement 
for our Association President. I feel the committee did a 
great job in their search and am confident that we are in 
good hands with John Keller as our President now.  Along 
with John, I want to thank the Association staff, Trish 
Holmes, Debbie Hagen, Stefanie Withers, and Alex St. Peters 
for all their hard work. They all truly do a great job! I would 
also like to thank the Board Members and the Executive 
Board for serving with me this year. 

The RiverBend Growth Association provides many great 
programs for all our members, please take advantage of 
everything this organization has to offer.  And lastly, thank 
you to all our members for being a part of just a great 
organization.

Sincerely,
John Roberts

It is an honor to be asked 
to serve as the Chairman of 
RiverBend Growth Association 
for 2019. I have been involved 
with this organization for more 
than 15 years, and I believe in 
the significant role it plays in 
the growth of the communities 
within this region.  My role as a 
Banker in this market has allowed 
me to work with many local 
business (small and large), 
and community leaders; all of 
whom face daily challenges - 
whether it’s economic, technological, political, or others.  
Some of these challenges we can control and possibly 
eliminate...but many are just a part of the current business 
climate.   The RiverBend Growth Association is vital as a 
resource for all businesses - both large and small.  The 
organization can provide educational opportunities for 
its members and their employees, as well as networking 
opportunities to share best practices and open business 
development possibilities.  This organization is an advocate 
for a positive political climate where we all have a better 
chance to grow our businesses. As we begin a new year, I 
would encourage all of you to be engaged and utilize these 
resources.  We have a tremendous, energetic staff who 
lead this organization and they are ready and willing to 
help in any way they can.

This year, I would like to continue the good work that our 
past Chairman John Roberts has done in 2018.  I will work 
with the staff to grow and retain our membership.  I would 
like to get more young leaders in our businesses involved 
with the RiverBend Growth Association.  Most of our 
businesses employ sharp young individuals who are looking 
for opportunities to get involved.  What a great way to 
network, learn about the importance of the organization, 
and develop additional leadership skills that can help their 
career and your business.  

It is important for all of us to help each other in 2019.  
We need to shop local and support our businesses in the 
Riverbend area.  And we must be positive about what we 
have to offer.  The negative perception that is prevalent 
within our communities is not shared by new (or potentially 
new) people and/or businesses moving to our area.  If we 
are going to sell ourselves, we must believe in our product.  
And there is much to be positive about.

I look forward to the new year and the opportunities that 
will come as we all work together to help each other grow 
our businesses and improve our communities. 
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Welcome to our newest Board of Directors members

Stan Scott
Stan Scott is the Senior Superintendent 

of Operations at Illinois American Water for 
the Alton District, where he manages water 
distribution and production for Alton, Godfrey 
and Grafton. 

Stan has 40 years of experience in the water 
industry. He began his career with American 

Water in Indiana in 1979, and since then has held several 
leadership positions in both Indiana and Illinois. He holds an 
Associate of Science degree in Business from Indiana Wesleyan 
University and Class A Drinking Water Certification and is a long 
time member of the American Water Works Association.   

Terry Shewmake
Terry Shewmake was born and raised 

in Wood River, IL and a graduate of Wood 
River High School class of 1981.  He went on 
to pursue a career in Industrial Electricity 
and Electronic Technology; graduating from 
Ranken Technical College in 1987. 

Terry was selected for the IBEW Local 
649 Wiremen’s Apprenticeship program in 1988. He gained 
Journeyman Wireman status in 1992.  He was appointed to 
the Apprentice Committee in 1993 and served as placement 
Director for 7 years.  He would go on to serve 18 years as the 
Training Director of the Local 649 Apprenticeship Program.  
Most of Terry’s electrical career was spent as Foreman and 
General Foreman at Phillips66 Refinery from 1992 to 2013.  
He was appointed and held the position of Assistant Business 
Manager of Local 649 in 2013 thru 2018. Currently, Terry is the 
Business Manager and Financial Secretary of IBEW Local Union 
649.  Terry lives in Glen Carbon with his wife Judy and son 
Zachary.

Cody Hinkle
Cody Hinkle has lived in the Riverbend 
community her entire life and enjoys having 
a family in this tight-knit community. She 
began working her teen years in Alton, 
for her father’s business (Self Service Car 
Wash), and throughout college at SIUE. She 
holds a Bachelor’s of Science in Industrial 

Organizational Psychology and is the Director of Marketing and 
Communications at Beverly Farm Foundation, where she has 
proudly had a career for a decade.

Denise VonderHaar
Denise VonderHaar is the Group Publisher 

of Hearst Southern Illinois newspaper group 
which includes the Alton Telegraph and the 
Edwardsville Intelligencer.  Denise started with 
Hearst in June of 2000 as the Controller of 
the Intelligencer.  In 2008, she was promoted 
to publisher.  Hearst acquired the Alton 

Telegraph in August of 2017.  In October of 2018, she became 
the publisher of Alton when current long-time publisher 
retired and looks forward to getting involved with the Alton’s 
community.  Denise is committed to provide the best coverage 
to the local areas of Madison County.  

Denise is a member of the RiverBend Growth Association, 
the EdGlen Chamber of Commerce, the Edwardsville Rotary, 
the St Rose Development Corporation and the St. Rose Catholic 
Church

When Denise is not at work, she enjoys gardening, traveling, 
and spending time with her husband Gary, their three children 
and three grandchildren.

Jeff Lauritzen
Wife: Shannon
Daughters: Karoline (19) & Kristine (15)
Live in Godfrey, IL
Hobbies: Attending daughters sporting 

events, spending time in my garage working 
on different wood working projects for my 
wife, camping with friends, collecting John 

Deere Toy Tractors.
Illinois State University - Ag Business 
Northern Illinois University – MBA
The American College - ChFC designation 
I enjoy living and working in my community as well as being 

an active participant in my community helping make it a better 
place.

Why I do what I do? I enjoy taking care of my clients by 
making sure they are protected. I enjoy meeting new people 
and learning about how I can help them. I like the flexibility of 
my career that lets me attend my kids events and be a part of 
the community.

Outside activities
St. Ambrose Catholic Church – Member & Finance Council 

member
East End Improvement Association – Local Civic 

organization- Past President, Vice President and Treasurer, 
Member since 2004    http://www.altoneastend.org/

United Way of Southwestern Illinois – 2013 Campaign 
Chairperson, Past Auxiliary & Executive Board Member, Current 
Allocations Panel, Volunteer since 2003

RiverBend Growth Association – Local Chamber past board 
member and current mentor for the Young Adults committee, 
Member since 2003 http://www.growthassociation.com/

North Alton Godfrey Business Council - Member http://
www.northaltongodfreybc.com/home.html

Community Volunteer for Reach out and Read (ROAR) - 
www.altonschools.org/media/pdf/ROAR_Flyer_11_4_2015.pdf

United Methodist Village – Board Member 2018
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REPORT: Lewis and Clark Outperforming Peer Institutions 

RBGA Members IN THE NEWS

GODFREY – Lewis and 
Clark Community College 
is outperforming its peer 
institutions in terms of 
enrollment, retention and 
graduation rates, according 
to a recent report from 
the U.S. Department of 
Education. 

The Integrated 
Postsecondary Education 
Data System (IPEDS) 
report compares Lewis 
and Clark to a group of 28 
peer institutions from 17 
states across the United 
States, including five other 
institutions in Illinois – Black 
Hawk College in Moline; 
Kishwaukee College in 
Malta; McHenry County 
College in Crystal Lake; 
Morton College in Cicero; 
and South Suburban College 
in South Holland.

L&C performed favorably, 

with higher unduplicated 
enrollment (10,145) 
compared to its peer group 
(8,353), and lower tuition 
and fees ($3,432 compared 
to $3,513).

“We are very pleased 
with the results of this 
report,” said Vice President 
of Enrollment Kent Scheffel. 
“The college strives to be 
a high-quality, low-cost 
leader, and the Department 
of Education’s findings 
demonstrate the value of 
Lewis and Clark. Colleges 
and universities submit data 
and information to IPEDS 
throughout the academic 
year. The outcomes in this 
annual comparison report 
validate the college’s work 
in helping students succeed 
in their academic programs 
while simultaneously 
controlling costs.” 

According to the report, 
Lewis and Clark also has 
a higher retention rate – 
66 percent for full time 
students (versus 58 percent) 
and 54 percent for part-
time students (versus 38 
percent), and a higher 
graduation rate overall (39 
percent compared to 28 
percent). 

For the most recent 
reporting year, L&C awarded 
831 associate degrees, 281 
one- to two-year certificates 
and 374 less-than-one-year 
certificates, in contrast with 
591 associate degrees, 161 
one- to two-year certificates 
and 156 less-than-one-year 
certificates.

L&C students also receive 
less aid than those at peer 
institutions. Thirty-two 
percent of L&C students 
receive grant aid, compared 

to 44 percent – 24 percent 
receive Pell grants (versus 
28 percent) and 14 percent 
receive federal student 
loans (compared to 15 
percent).  

IPEDS places colleges 
in comparison groups 
based on the mix of career 
and transfer courses, 
demographics and 
enrollment.

The data is used at the 
federal and state levels 
for policy analysis and 
development, at the 
institutional level for 
benchmarking and peer 
analysis, and by parents 
and students through the 
College Navigator website, 
https://nces.ed.gov/
collegenavigator/. 

CHAMBER REPRESENTATIVE

George’s Photography is a local, family owned business offering 
a full variety of photography services. George moved to the River 
Bend area 4 years ago from Paris, Illinois (where they also have a 
photography studio) to marry his wife Kimberly. Together they are 
ready to meet and exceed your photography needs from boudoir, 
weddings, high school seniors, families, etc.

One of their specialties is headshot photography. They know most people don’t 
enjoy having a portrait taken, that’s why they focus on creating images of the 
business professional emphasizing their best features, helping them make a great 
first impression with their head shots. They bring their portable headshot studio to 
your location, tethering the camera to a laptop for instant viewing and selection, 
minimizing turnaround time and eliminating retakes. Contact them at 217-822-
3189 to discuss your photography needs and make it more fun than you have ever 
imagined! Visit their website www.georgesphotography.org 

George McGilvrey George’s Photography
217-822-3189 www.georgesphotography.org

RBGA member George 
is being spotlighted 

because he attended 
Business After 

Hours this month 
at Morningside of 

Godfrey. 

Join us at next month’s 
Business After Hours 

on February 28 at Old 
Bakery Beer Company 

with your business 
card for your chance 

to become a Chamber 
Representative.
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WOOD RIVER TOWNSHIP REPORT - 
Mike Babcock, Township Supervisor

By Taryn Geiger and Kaylee 
Klaustermeier 

On January 10th, 2019, the 
students on the Riverbend 
Growth Association’s Young 
Adults Committee spent the 
morning collaborating with the 
American Cancer Society. 

The Young Adults 
Committee consists of two 
student representatives from 
each of the following area high 
schools: Alton High School, 
Civic Memorial High School, 
East Alton-Wood River High 
School, Marquette Catholic 
High School and Roxana 
High School.  The student 
representatives from each 
school choose a non-profit 
organization where the entire 
committee takes a day to 
volunteer and learn between 
the months of December and 
April. 

Taryn Geiger and Kaylee 
Klaustermeier, the student 
representatives for Civic 
Memorial High School, chose 
to partner with the American 
Cancer Society because of 
their interest in helping the 
survivors and fighters of 
cancer. During the volunteer 
experience, all of the 
students on the Young Adults 
Committee painted rocks that 
will later be used in cancer 
swag bags that are given to 
cancer fighters or survivors. 

“Sheena from the American 
Cancer Society was very nice 
and explained how these 
rocks have a large impact on 
the recipients of the swag 
bags,” Taryn Geiger,  Junior 
Representative from Civic 
Memorial High School, said. 

The students also learned 
about the American Cancer 
Society’s services and how it 
helps survivors and fighters 

of cancer. The American 
Cancer Society not only does 
research to help fight and 
cure cancer, but also provides 
many services to make 
the treatment process less 
stressful. They provide help 
such as lodging, free rides to 
cancer treatments, salons with 
free hair loss services, support 
groups, and much more.  

“It is hard to believe how 
much of an impact the 
simple act of rock painting 
can have on someone,” 
Kaylee Klaustermeier, Senior 
Representative from Civic 
Memorial High School, said. 
“I am so thankful to have had 
this opportunity to volunteer 
with The American Cancer 
Society. They do amazing 
things for cancer patients and 
survivors.”

For more information 
about the Young Adults 
Committee, visit http://www.
growthassociation.com/page/
young-adults-committee/.

Young Adults Committee Teams Up 
with the American Cancer Society to 
Paint Rocks for Cancer Swag Bags2018 has 

been a very 
productive year 
for Wood River 
Township and 
the residents 
we serve. One 

notable accomplishment is the 
successful completion of the 
first “rails to trails bike path” in 
northern Madison County. The 
bike path is the largest single 
project we have completed 
during my nearly 10 year 
tenure as Township Supervisor.  
I want to personally 
thank the Township 
board members 
as well as county 
board members, 
Tom McRae, James 
Futrell and Chrissy 
Dutton for their 
support as well as 
Bethalto Mayor 
Alan Winslow 
and Madison County Transit 
Director, Jerry Kane, for all of 
their assistance in completing 
the project which was first 
envisioned nearly 10 years ago. 

Due to the densely 
populated neighborhoods 
near the trail we anticipate 
extensive use of it by residents 
of Rosewood Heights, Bethalto, 
East Alton and Cottage Hills 
etc. Beyond the use of the trail 
in its present state there is also 
the distinct possibility that it 
can be expanded to connect to 
trails that may eventually be 
built connecting Kutter Park to 
Spencer T Olin park in Alton as 
well as parks in Bethalto etc. 

Funding for the trail was 
a challenge unto itself. The 
Village of Bethalto was 
generous in donating the 
abandoned railroad right of 
way they owned which is a 1.2 
mile stretch from Bethalto to 
East Alton. Additional funding 
came from four different 
sources and we are grateful to 
all of them for their input.  A 

special thank you to Melissa 
Erker and Phillips 66 refinery 
that donated $100,000 to get 
the project started.  We were 
able to leverage the refinery’s 
donation to seek additional 
funding from Madison County, 
Metro East Parks District, and 
the township to fund the rest.  

The bike path not only 
serves as a welcome 
recreational addition for 
our residents, it also made 
dramatic improvements to the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

The initial cleanup 
of right of way, 
which had been 
neglected and 
overgrown 
for more than 
50 years, was 
impressive. The 
completed project 
truly turned 
a lemon into 

lemonade by dramatically 
improving the general 
appearance of Center Street 
and the neighborhood 
along every mile of the once 
neglected trail. In short it 
has become a bike trail and 
beautification project that 
significantly improves drainage 
and, very likely, property 
values in the area as well. 

The crew of Keller 
Construction did a great job 
and we want to extend our 
sincere thanks for completing 
the job on time and under 
budget. They did an excellent 
job. 

After nearly ten years the 
trail is open for walking or 
bike riding and we encourage 
everyone in Wood River 
Township to use it as much 
as possible. I want to thank 
the tax payers for their 
patience and for allowing us 
to put this project before you 
and complete it with your 
enjoyment in mind.


