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The RiverBend Growth 
Association has named Arrow 
Signs & Outdoor Services, Inc. 
as its Small Business of the 
Month for March.

Arrow Signs & Outdoor 
Services Inc. is a full-service 
company located in Alton, 
Illinois. Since 1981 Arrow Signs 
has provided their customers 
with outstanding service 
from design to fabrication to 
installation. They will work 
with you to choose what 
would be most effective for 
your business. Whether that 
is billboards, building signage, 
and lighting, pan face signage, 
an electronic message center, 
or something different, Arrow 
Signs can help your business or 
organization.

Arrow Signs & Outdoor 
Services, Inc. has worked with 
over 1,000 local and national 
businesses to help maximize 
their advertising, visual 
presence, and practicality. 
The excellent service they 
provide, along with decades 
of community involvement, 
has created a trust that keeps 
customers coming back. Arrow 
Signs has the equipment and 
staff to take care of any size 

commercial, community, or 
industrial project from start to 
finish.  

Arrow Signs & Outdoor 
Services Inc. was established 
in 1981, in the basement 
of Lance J. DeMond. They 
understand the importance of 
giving back to their community 
and do so by sponsoring and 
donating to many different 
organizations and events. 
They sponsor many different 
golf tournaments including 
Riverbend Down Syndrome 
Association, Beverly Farm 
Foundation, Boys and Girls 
Club of Alton, and more. They 
also participate yearly in the 
Fall City-Wide Litter Clean-Up 
with Pride, Inc. Recently Arrow 
Signs has donated to the Alton 
Boys and Girls Club for their 
new location. 

Arrow Signs & Outdoor 
Services Inc.

4545 North Alby St. 
Godfrey, Illinois 62035

618-466-0818

www.arrowsignsinc.com

 facebook.com/arrow.signs.7

Hours: 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM 
Monday through Friday

Do you know a small 
business worthy of this honor?  
Nominate them by using the 
form on this page - http://
www.growthassociation.
com/page/recognitions-and-
awards/.

RiverBend Growth Association Names Arrow Signs & 
Outdoor Services, Inc.  As Small Business of the Month
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Business After Hours Held at Old 
Bakery Beer Co.

Business After Hours at Best 
Western Premier

The RiverBend Growth Association members enjoyed a 
wonderful evening filled with great networking, food, and 
brewery tours at Old Bakery Beer in Alton, IL at Business After 
Hours in February. The RBGA would like to thank the co-hosts 
for the evening.

As always, the RBGA would like to thank everyone for 
attending and making the night fun!

The RiverBend Growth Association members enjoyed a “Fiesta” 
theme at March’s Business After Hours held at Best Western 
Premier in Alton, IL. The RBGA would like to thank all of the co-
hosts for the evening.

We would also like to thank everyone in attendance for great 
networking, food, and prizes. Please join us next month for our 
next Business After Hours on April 25th at Alton Physical Therapy 
with co-host Bakers & Hale.

Megyme Productions
MeganFairless.com

(618) 795-1887

Old Bakery Beer Co.
400 Landmaks Blvd. 

Alton IL 
oldbakerybeer.com

(618) 463-1470

Poputopia
120 Alton Square

Alton IL
poputopiapopcorn.com

(618) 900-1944

Baxter’s Distributing
912 E. Broadway

Alton IL
BaxtersPartyStore.com

(618) 465-9347

Best Western Premier
3559 College Ave.

Alton IL 
bwpremieralton.com

(618) 462-1220

LogoIt
2603 State Street

Alton IL
wecanlogoit.com

(618) 462-1899
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Welcome our newest members to the RiverBend 
Growth Association

Board of Directors 
Rob Schwartz, Chairman

TheBANK of Edwardsville
John Roberts, Past Chairman

Roberts Motors
Mike Fitzgerald, Treasurer

Scheffel Boyle
Lori Artis

Lewis and Clark Community 
College

John Barnerd
Simmons Hanly Conroy

Tom Berry
Jackson Lewis P.C.

Dale Blachford
Liberty Bank

Greg Caffey
 City of Alton 
Doug Cobb

Carpenters Local 664
Melissa Erker

Phillips 66 Wood River Refinery
Brad Goacher

Alton Memorial Hospital
Mark Haggard

CNB Bank & Trust, N.A.
Mat Hanley

OSF HealthCare Saint Anthony’s 
Health Center

Pam Heepke
Raifort Commerce Park

Cody Hinkle
Beverly Farm

Jennifer Jackson
Helmkamp Construction Co.

Tim Kuebrich
Lake Drive Logistics

Jeff Lauritzen
COUNTRY Financial

Eric McRoy
Advantage News

David Miller
St. Louis Regional Airport

Stephanie Monroe
Riverbend Chiropractic Center

Scott Reichmann
BarberMurphy Group

Don Retzlaff
Argosy Casino Alton

Dan St. Peters
St. Peters Hardware & Rental

Stan Scott
Illinois American Water

Terry Shewmake
IBEW Local 649

Jim Shrader
Consultant

Sam Stemm
WBGZ/AltonDailyNews.com

Dave Stevenson
Quality Buick GMC Cadillac

Steve Thompson
Carrollton Bank

Denise VonderHaar
The Telegraph

Dwight Werts
Werts Welding & Tank Service

Denise Wolff
Berkshire Hathaway Home  
Services Elite Properties

Jess Woodman
Woodman Collision Center

Augie Wuellner
Alton Securities  & Asset Advisors

Catching Memories 
Boutique Photography
Debra Freeman Owner/
Operator
931 W Corbin Street
Bethalto IL 62010-1124
(618) 377-0671

Hi, my name is Debbie 
Freeman; I have been a 
photographer for 30 yrs. a 
Newborn photographer for 
eight. I have added maternity 
photography to my list of 
specialties. It seemed like a 
natural choice. I have a double 
studio in my home to help me 
create the perfect experience 
that allows me to give you 

the images you will cherish 
for years. I have a waiting 
area closely adjoined to the 
studio for those not included 
in the session. I must limit the 
studio area to those who are 
being photographed. I shoot 
newborns up to 12 days old. The 
key to a successful session is a 
deep sleeping baby! Newborn 
sessions can last up to 4 hours 
to allow for feeding, settling 
or changing the baby. Younger 
babies are also more flexible at 
this time that helps us achieve 
the curly wrap poses. Babies 
older than two weeks tend to 
be more alert and a bit restless 
which makes it more difficult to 
capture the images you chose 
at the consultation. Soon after 
your baby has arrived please 
contact me so I can rearrange my 
schedule if necessary. I do offer 
milestone packages. I continue 
to educate myself with online 
training to keep up with the 
changing industry. I can shoot 
traditional or custom sessions 
with a unique experience and 
quality products. I also shoot 
seniors and families.

Crowe, State Senator 
Rachelle
111 N Wood River Avenue
Wood River IL 62095-1976
(618) 251-9840
senatorcrowe.com

State 
Senator 
Rachelle 
Crowe 
represents 
the 56th 
Senate 
District in 
the 101st 
Illinois General Assembly. She 
was born and raised in Wood 
River, and an alumna of Lewis 
and Clark Community College, 
University of Missouri at St. 
Louis and Saint Louis University 
School of Law. Before becoming 
a legislator, Crowe was a 
prosecutor for the Madison 
County State’s Attorney’s office 
in the Violent Crimes Division. 
She is devoted to working in a 
bipartisan manner to improve 
public safety, education (K-12 
and higher education) and 
job-training programs. She 
serves on the following Senate 
Committees: Appropriations II, 
Criminal Law, Judiciary (Vice-
Chairperson), Labor, Licensed 
Activities and Veterans Affairs. 
She urges her constituents to 
contact her office or visit www.
SenatorCrowe.com for more 
information and to sign up for 
her newsletter. 

Wells Fargo Advisors
Patrick Loechl Branch 
Manager
112 W Homer Adams Parkway
Alton IL 62002-5960
(618) 466-0011

The Wells Fargo Advisors 
office of Alton, IL consists 
of seven Financial Advisors 
and two experienced Client 
Associates helping their clients 
with their financial goals and 
strategy.  We help our clients 
develop a comprehensive, 
cohesive financial strategy that 
is designed to fit their unique 
needs and help them to meet 
both their short- and long-
term objectives.  Our Financial 
Advisors can provide a full 
range of financial products and 
services, from helping investors 

select individual investments 
to developing a retirement 
plan. We have access to a broad 
array of company resources -- 
including research analysts and 
economic and market experts 
who help us make informed 
investment recommendations 
based on your needs.

Wells Fargo Advisors is a 
trade name used by Wells Fargo 
Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC.

CAR 0319-02715
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Friday, April 12 | 5:00 p.m.
Ribbon Cutting: Wood River Storage
1401 Vaughn Road, Wood River 62095

Wednesday, April  17
7:45 a.m. registration & breakfast buffet
Best Western Premier
3550 College Ave., Alton
$12 admission

Thursday, April 25 | 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Alton Physical Therapy
1719 Clawson, Alton
$5 admission at the door

RBGA Upcoming Events

All members are invited! 
Visit our website calendar for event 

details - GrowthAssociation.com

• The largest networking event 
of the summer

• Opportuniti es to learn about your 
community

• 150+ winners of fabulous prizes
• Sponsorships available

� ursday May 30, 2019
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Raging Rivers WaterPark
100 Palisades Parkway

Grafton IL 62037

For more information, call Trish at the RBGA at 618-467-2280.
RiverBend Growth Associati on | 5800 Godfrey Road - BGM | Godfrey IL 62035 | GrowthAssociati on.com

Food & a� � izers compliments of -Alton Sports Tap-Argosy’s Hops House-Bakers & Hale-Great Rivers Tap & Grill-Loading Dock-Raging Rivers

Delicious beverag�  compliments of -Donnewald Distributi ng-Graft on Winery & Brewhaus
-Old Bakery Beer-Robert “Chick” Fritz 

CO-HOSTED BY

$5 ADMISSION 
at the door 

Includ�  unlimited n� working, 

food, drinks and one duck in the race

$1,800 Cash Pay Outs
1st, 2nd & 3rd place  

in 3 flights

TITLE SPONSOR

Serving Business, Encouraging Growth in Southwestern Illinois

RiverBend
G R O W T H  A S S O C I AT I O N

4-person golf  scramble

5801 Pierce Lane | Godfrey IL 62035

Friday
June 21, 2019

Sponsorship registration deadline is May 31, 2019.

RiverBend Growth Association | 5800 Godfrey Road - BGM | Godfrey IL 62035 | 618-467-2280 | GrowthAssociation.com

REGISTRATION

www.GrowthAssociation.com | 618-467-2280

Player  
Opportunities

Team $500

Individual $125

Sponsor Opportunities

Clubhouse Sponsor $800 

Own A Hole Sponsor $400

Beverage Cart Sponsor $350 

Putting Green Sponsor $200

Tee Box Sponsor $150

11:00 shotgun start NEW

CHAMBER REPRESENTATIVE

Al Womack, Jr. has been the Executive 
Director of the Boys & Girls Club of 
Alton for 22 years and donates his 
time, talent, and treasure to multiple 
Boards, Committees, and Organizations. 
The Boys & Girls Club of Alton is a 
non-profit organization that is funded 
through individual contributions, donations, corporate 
contributions, fundraisers, special events, grants and 
foundations. Their mission is to inspire all young people 
especially those who need us most to reach their 
full potential as productive, responsible, and caring 
citizens. Their core programs are Character & Leadership 
Development, Education & Career Development, Health & 
Life Skills, the Arts, Sports, Fitness, and Recreation.

Boys & Girls Club of Alton
2512 Amelia St. | Alton IL 62002
(618) 462-6249 | bgcalton.org

RBGA member Al is being spotlighted because he attended 
Business After Hours this month at Best Western Premier. 
Join us at next month’s Business After Hours on April 25 

at Alton Physical Therapy with your business card for your 
chance to become a Chamber Representative.

Al Womack, Jr.
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RiverBend Growth Association Celebrates Grand Opening of Illinois 
Institute of Massage with Ribbon Cutting

The RiverBend Growth 
Association, the chamber 
of commerce and economic 
development organization for 
the Riverbend, hosted a ribbon 
cutting for the grand opening 
of the Illinois Institute of 
Massage. The Illinois Institute 
of Massage’s mission is to help 
students become confident 
and intuitive massage 
therapists to facilitate the well-
being of others while creating 
a unique approach to massage 
therapy. Their faculty consists 
of some of the best and 
most talented massage and 
bodywork professionals who 
are committed to sharing their 
academic and professional 
expertise with their students.  

The Illinois Institute of 
Massage, the only massage 
school in the Riverbend area, 
will provide training in all areas 
concerning massage therapy 

including anatomy, physiology, 
kinesiology, and pathology as 
well as professional techniques 
necessary to perform on a 
client base. To offer a truly 
well-rounded program the 
Illinois Institute of Massage 
makes certain that their faculty 
brings to the classroom a 
wide range of knowledge, 
including eastern and western 
modalities, herbalism, spa, and 
clinical massage experience. 
Their instructors have 
university degrees and multiple 
certifications from local and 
nationwide schools; several 
philosophies and training 
programs are represented 
within their faculty. 

The vision of the Illinois 
Institute of Massage has three 
core principles: integrated 
healing education, excellence 
in everything, and community-
centric. The Illinois Institute 

of Massage demonstrates 
the therapeutic benefits 
of massage, to help create 
responsible, professional 
massage therapists who 
can serve and educate the 
community. Their students 
continually demonstrate 
excellence as they successfully 
pass their National Boards 
with a 98% cumulative Pass 
Ratio. They also educate 
the community, developing 
awareness of ways to facilitate 
healing and wholeness in 

body, mind, and spirit. They 
offer community service and 
outreach programs as well. 

Visit the Illinois Institute 
of Massage at 961 E. Airline 
Dr. East Alton, IL 62024. The 
phone number for more 
information is 314-283-3342. 
Make sure to like and follow 
their Facebook account, or visit 
their website at iimschool.com. 
Congratulations to the Illinois 
Institute of Massage on its 
Grand Opening!

What school do you 
attend and what year 
are you?

Alton High School 
Senior

What’s your favorite 
RB Restaurant: 

El Mezcal

Where do you like 
to vacation:

I like to visit Colorado and go 
snowboarding for vacation

Name one of your most 
important leadership skills: 

communication with peers 

What are your hobbies: 
In my free time, I play video 

games.

If you were stranded on a 
desert island, what three 
things would you bring: 

Assuming I already have food, 

shelter, and water, three 
things I would take are 
my Xbox, a wifi router, 
and a very, very, long 
book. Entertainment 
would be the first 
priority.

What is your 
favorite sport to 

watch: 
basketball

What’s one sentence you 
would like to hear from your 
boss: 

“your work is high quality”

What is one of the things on 
your bucket list: 

It sounds cliche, but I really 
would like to go skydiving.

Where do you shop locally: 
I go to Black’s Sporting Goods 

for most of my sports equipment.

Meet Caden...

Caden Akal

What school do you 
attend and what year 
are you?

Civic Memorial High 
School JUNIOR

What is your favorite 
RiverBend restaurant?

El Mezcal in Bethalto

Where do you like to 
visit for vacation? 

For vacation, I typically like to 
go to Florida or to Tennessee. I 
think both the mountains and 
beach are beautiful and I feel I 
enjoy going there the most. 

What is my favorite sport to 
watch?

My favorite sport to watch is 
Baseball. 

What is one of the 
things on your 
bucket list? 

To go on a cruise/tour 
of Europe 

Where do I like to 
shop local?

I like to shop at Frew’s 
Bridal

Name one of your 
most important leadership 
skills. 

I think one of my most 
important leadership skills is my 
drive to do well and to help others 
achieve their goals. 

What are your hobbies?
I enjoy working out and going 

on hikes. 

Meet Taryn...

Taryn Geiger

2018-2019 
Members

This is the first in a series to meet the students from the five area 
high schools represented on our Young Adults Committee. This month 

features the two students from Marquette Catholic High School in Alton.
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Colman’s Country Campers under New Ownership!
Brian Campbell and Matt 

Diamond are excited to 
announce they are the new 
owners of Colman’s Country 
Campers in Hartford, one 
of the largest dealerships in 
the state of Illinois. Colman’s 
Country Campers provides 
superior customer service 
and has an entire team that 

consists of professional sales 
members, finance experts, 
service technicians, and 
knowledgeable parts and 
accessories staff to support its 
customers. While Campbell 
and Diamond are new owners 
they have a combined 30 
plus years of experience in 
the Camping Industry. Their 
experience ranges from prep 
work, service technician, 
sales agent, and more. Both 
are actively involved in their 
communities by volunteering 
their time, talent, and treasure 
to multiple organizations and 
agencies in the Riverbend area. 

Campbell and Diamond 
have owned Colman’s Country 
Campers since January 2019 
and have seen a growth 
in its operations. They are 
currently on pace to break 
the previous year’s sales 
record, and it isn’t even the 
busy season yet according to 
Campbell and Diamond. They 
are enthusiastically looking 
forward to their first year in 
business, and want to continue 
to grow Colman’s Country 
Campers. They hire the best 
sales, service, and support 
staff to make the customers 
feel more comfortable in their 
purchasing decision. If you 
enjoy shopping in a relaxed, 

no-pressure atmosphere, 
you will appreciate the 
environment at Colman’s 
Country Campers. 

“What a great indoor 
showroom environment 
and selection of new travel 
trailers in the Riverbend,” 
commented Jeff Lauritzen, 
COUNTRY® Financial and 

member of the RiverBend 
Growth Association’s Board of 
Directors. 

Colman’s Country Campers 
offers the newest models 
including Flagstaff, Puma, 
Surveyor, and Wildcat. Their 
indoor showroom allows you 
to shop in comfort even on 
those days when the weather 
doesn’t cooperate. Colman’s 
Country Campers prides itself 
on providing its customers with 
the best value for their hard-
earned dollar. Whether you are 
looking for your first camper 
or one that will last through 
your retirement, or anywhere 
in between, Colman’s has you 
covered! 

“It was a great opportunity 
to tour Colman’s Country 
Campers in Hartford and learn 
more about their products 
and services. I am glad that 
a great Riverbend business 
is staying local. I highly 
recommend them for any 
camper needs,” continued 
Dr. Matthew Labertew, Axis 
Spinal Care and Ambassador 
for the RiverBend Growth 
Association. 

As new owners of Colman’s 
Country Campers, Campbell 
and Diamond want to continue 

to build relationships with the 
community in the Riverbend 
area. They are inviting the 
public to their Open House 
at Colman’s Country Campers 
from April 26 – April 28. 
There will be giveaways and 
sale prices all weekend! On 
Saturday, April 27 from 9:00 
AM – 8:00 PM there will also 
be food, live music, bounce 
houses, and pet adoption 
through Care STL and Randy’s 
Rescue Ranch. There will 
also be great prizes to win 
Saturday like: $500 cash from 
Colman’s Country Campers, 
four St. Louis Cardinals Redbird 
Club tickets, two tickets for 
The Steve Miller Band with 
Marty Stuart at Liberty Bank 
Alton Amphitheater, as well 
as other door prizes and great 
giveaways. This family-friendly 
event is a great way to check 
out the inventory and meet 
the team at Colman’s Country 
Campers. 

“I was impressed 
with the wide variety of 
quality campers. The new 
owners are enthusiastic 
and knowledgeable; I 
will have to consider a 
camping adventure soon,” 
announced Augie Wuellner, 
Alton Securities & Asset 
Advisors and member of 
the RiverBend Growth 
Association’s Board of 
Directors.

Colman’s Country Campers 
2 Fun Street 
Hartford, Illinois 62048 
colmanscampers.com
(618) 254-1180

Sales | Parts |Service
9 AM – 6 PM Monday-Friday 
Sales | Parts
9 AM – 3 PM Saturday 

Keep up to date on new 
campers and discount prices 
by following them 

FB @colmanscountrycampers
Twitter @colmanscampers 

The RiverBend Growth 
Association supports 
Colman’s Country Campers 
and its members by offering 
a Showcase to member 
businesses. Please visit http://
www.growthassociation.com/
page/member-benefits/ if you 
would like to know more about 
this member benefit. 
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RBGA Quarterly Economic Updates meeting provides update on  
Alton Square Mall

John Mulherin, Vice 
President of Governmental 
affairs at the Hull Property 
Group of Augusta, Georgia, 
was in Alton to speak at a 
lunch meeting of 115 people 
at the Alton Square Mall on 
Wednesday, March 20. The 
meeting was held on the lower 
level of the Mall. Comments 
from community members in 
attendance focused around 
how bright new lighting, 
new carpeting, photographs 
and wall murals have made 
the atmosphere of the mall 
more appealing. Guests were 
treated to a box lunch from 
fellow RBGA members, Cookie 
Factory Bakery and Cafe and 
Olga’s Kitchen.

Mulherin updated the 
community on Hull Property 
Group’s plans for the future 
of the Mall. He announced 
that OSF HealthCare Saint 
Anthony’s Health Center will 
relocate its Rehabilitation 
Center from OSF Saint Clare’s 
Hospital to the upper level of 
the Mall into the existing Food 
Court area, with construction 

of the 12,000 square foot 
facility expected to start in the 
fall.

It was also announced that 
the existing two-story Medical 
Building on the southwest 
corner of the mall property will 
be torn down. He was asked if 
a movie theatre is in the Mall’s 
future. He responded that they 
have an agreement in principle 
with a “national operator” and 
are testing the projections, 
so a “go or no go” should 
be announced by August or 
September. If this project does 
move forward it most likely 
would be in the former Sears 
space.

According to Mulherin the 
key to bringing a failed mall 
back to life is to stabilize the 
property, make improvements 
to it and then aggressively 
market it. He finished by saying 
that the Hull Property Group 
is “bullish” on the Alton area 
and its ability to generate over 
$500,000,000 in annual sales.

Hull Property Group aims 
to acquire and reposition 
retail properties by working 

within the community to 
rebuild and strengthen the 
retail landscape. Whether it 
is renovating a dated mall or 
demolishing to redevelop, 

the company prides itself on 
working collaboratively to 
create a shopping environment 
that meets the needs of the 
community.

Self-Help Junkie Eric D. 
McRoy (AdVantage News) 
continued presenting the 
RBGA membership priceless 
wisdom and insight found in 
Stephen R. Covey’s bestselling 
book “The 7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People at our Total 
Networking Luncheon this 
month. Attendees were able 
to pick up tips learn about 
the first habit, Be Proactive. 
McRoy will continue to share 
insights into the first thing 
we have to do to be effective 
as the program will continue 
throughout the year. Please 
visit his website for notes on 
the presentation along with 

other great resources such 
as tips and tricks for your 
iPhone and other great reads! 
www.ericmcroy.com/190313 
Please click the red button at 
the bottom of the page of his 
website to leave feedback. 
Interested in purchasing the 
book? Please use the link 
on this page: https://www.
ericmcroy.com/books. The 
RiverBend Growth Association 
hopes that everyone will 
benefit from this program and 
much value is taken away from 
all of our events.  

Join us at our next Total 
Networking Luncheon on May 
15th at Bluff City Grill. 

Total Networking Luncheon covers first habit in bestselling book by 
Stephen Covey
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Young Adults Committee works with Pride Inc. to clean up Salu Park
By Aubrey Robinson and Kate 
Booten

On March 14, 2019, the 
Young Adults Committee of the 
RiverBend Growth Association 
worked at Salu Park with Monica 
Semnacher, the representative of 
Pride Incorporated.

Aubrey and Kate chose to 
partner with Pride to help 
improve the appearance of the 
Riverbend community. In our 
volunteer experience we used 
rakes and shovels to collect 
gumballs that covered Salu Park 
in Alton, IL. Our experience 
helped the Parks and Rec. 
association clean the park. We 
spend over an hour raking and 
filled about 5-7 trash bags with 

gumballs.
This volunteer experience 

impacted the community in a big 
way. Salu Park is a very popular 
spot for people to go. It helps 
the community join together by 
hosting events such as basketball 
tournaments. By helping to 
clean this park, the Young Adults 
Committee helped to show that 
anyone can help improve the 
area around them.

Aubrey Robinson and 
Kate Booten are the YAC 
Representatives from East Alton 
Wood River High School. There 
are five different schools from 
the area who are a part of this 
organization: Alton High School, 

Civic Memorial High School, 
East Alton Wood River High 
School, Marquette Catholic High 
School and Roxana High School. 

Each school has two 
representatives who 
chose a non-profit 
volunteer organization 
to collaborate with.

Aubrey Robinson is 
a junior who has only 
been involved this year. 
She plays basketball 
and volleyball, and has 
been on High Honor 
Roll each semester 
of high school. Kate 
Booten is a senior who 
has been involved for 
the past two years. 
She plays softball and 
is a member of many 
groups and clubs and 

some include NHS, 
President of Student Council, 
Spirit Club, Big Sisters, and the 
MJCHF student group. She also 

was a Silver Medallion Recipient 
and is an Illinois State Scholar.

“It might not seem like 
it, but you guys made a 
really big impact on the 
park today.”

-Monica Semnacher, 
Pride Inc.

“The work that we did today would 
have taken the members of the Park 
and Recreation Association hours to do.” 

-Monica Semnacher, Pride Inc.

Police - This past year saw the 
reestablishment of the School 
Resource Officer position. In an 
agreement between the Bethalto 
Community Unit School District 
and the Village of Bethalto, we 
once again have a police officer 
assigned to our schools on a full 
time basis. The SRO is an integral 
part of the safety at our schools.

FIRE - Historically, the Bethalto 
Volunteer Fire Department 
has been an all volunteer 
department. For 5 years the 
Department has run over 1000 
calls per year, creating a challenge 
for the Volunteers to keep up 
with. In order to ensure timely 
response for emergencies, 
we have added paid part time 
Firefighter positions. These 
positions have been filled by 
trained professional firefighters, 
and in combination with our 
volunteers and paid on call 
Firefighters, provide residents 
and visitors with Fire and EMS 
response 24/7/365.

ROADS - The first phase of 

the Moro Rd. paving project was 
completed in 2018. This year will 
see the completion of the project 
from Corbin St. to Moreland Rd. 
2019 is also the year that we will 
begin transitioning from oil & chip 
of roads to creating paved road 
surfaces.  The proposed areas 
for paving or micro-paving for 
2019 will be announced later this 
spring.  If matching grant funds 
are awarded, Plegge Blvd will also 
see a new surface.

Sanitary Sewers - Great 
headway has been made with 
the sanitary sewer system. In 
2018 we inspected and repaired 
as necessary several thousand 
feet of sewer mains.  Automatic 
Generators have been installed 
on all Lift Stations, and the Lift 
Stations are now monitored by 
a SCADA system that provides 
remote access and 24/7 
notifications of all functions of 
the pumps.

Stormwater Improvements
All necessary property 

acquisitions and easements have 

been secured that will allow us 
to begin improvements in the 
water channel beginning at St. 
Louis Regional Airport and ending 
at Plegge Blvd. We expect this 
project to start later this spring 
and hope to have it completed by 
next spring.

Parks - The first year of the 
Splash Pad was a resounding 
success. Attendance throughout 
the summer was very good, and 
evening rentals proved to be very 
popular.

Construction of Sports Complex 
II has been completed and field 
reservations are now accessible 
on the Village’s website.

We are expecting to accomplish 
more work on the multi-use trail 
in 2019-20. In the coming fiscal 
year the trail will extend from the 
arboretum south on Moreland 
Rd. to a point south of Il. Rt. 140. 
Additionally we are expecting 
approval of grant funds that will 
allow us to also build westward 
from the arboretum to Prairie St. 
this year.

Anniversary 
Events - The 
Village will 
celebrate 
its 150th 
Birthday this 
year. We will 
be hosting a 
huge “vintage 
themed” birthday party in 
Central Park on June 29. Planned 
activities include an ice cream 
social, BBQ cook off, live music, 
car show, contests, and plenty of 
games.

This year also marks the 100th 
Anniversary of the Homecoming. 
The Homecoming was first held 
to welcome home Bethalto’s 
soldiers from WWI. In honor of 
our veterans this year, running 
concurrent with the Homecoming 
celebration will be a number of 
Military recognitions including 
a travelling Vietnam Wall, a 
rucksack march, and a static 
display of numerous pieces of 
military vehicles. 

Mayor Report - Alan Winslow, Village of Bethalto
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Alton Little Theater Wins National Award

RBGA Members IN THE NEWS

Alton Little Theater (ALT) 
has recently been notified of 
being awarded the American 
Association of Theater’s 
(AACT) National Twink Lynch 
Organizational Achievement 
Award for innovation and 
dedication to community. 
This is one of three top 
AACT awards and the Lynch 
Award will be presented to 
ALT’s co-managing directors, 
Lee Cox and Kevin Frakes, 
at the June convention in 
Gettysburg, PA. Ms. Lynch 
wrote an inspirational column 
for many years for the 
Spotlight Magazine and was 
an inspiration for many Board 
meetings, says Lee Cox. “She 

was a great lady very much like 
ALT founder Dorothy Colonius 
and to receive this honor in her 
name is the best Curtain Call 
ever!”

The theme for the National 
Theater Association’s meeting 
this year is “Theater in the 
Heartland” and ALT strives to 
be the BEST representative 
of what Community Theater 
is all about - entertaining the 
community and helping the 
community grow through 
outreach programs and 
collaborations with local 
events. ALT now produces 
12-14 productions and musical 
events per year AND also 
provides historical tours, 

dinner theater murder mystery 
cruises aboard riverboats and 
outreach programs to assisted 
living facilities. President 
and Director Kevin Frakes 
says that he and Lee Cox 
have focused on developing 
interest and training for a new 
generation of performers and 
are eagerly looking forward 
to producing another family-
friendly summer showcase 
production of THE WIZARD OF 
OZ. ALT is one of just over 40 
theaters nationwide which has 
celebrated its 85th Anniversary 
---and Kevin and Lee definitely 
have plans to celebrate the 
coveted 100- year mark and 
participate more and more in 

state-wide, regional and 
national training and events! 

Congratulations Alton Little 
Theater!

Rebecca Edwards 
www.safewise.com

SafeWise is happy to release 
our 5th annual Safest Cities 
report. Here are the 50 Safest 
Cities in Illinois for 2019. See if 
your city made the list.
Last year Illinois was excluded 

from our rankings due to 
incomplete crime reporting 
to the FBI, but we’re happy to 
honor the 50 safest cities from 
The Prairie State this year.
These cities should be proud 

of their records for safety, 
especially considering that 
Illinois’s violent crime rate 
(5.28) is higher than the 
national rate of 4.49. In fact, 
the top five cities all had five 
or fewer violent crimes in 
2017, with our number one 
city, Campton Hills, reporting 
zero.
The state does better overall 

when it comes to property 
crime—coming in over four 
points lower than the national 

property crime rate. Illinois is 
at 22.81 property crimes per 
1,000 and the national rate is 
27.11. Our safest cities reflect 
this trend, with 66% of them 
reporting fewer than 200 
property crimes in 2017.

Interesting Findings
•	 17 cities are repeats from 

our 2017 safest cities 
rankings.

•	 72% of the cities had fewer 
than 10 total violent crimes, 
and no city had more than 
41.

•	 90% of the cities reported 
zero murders, and 26% 
reported no murders and no 
rapes.

•	 Illinois residents are most 
concerned about digital 
security, according to our 
State of Safety report, with 
64% rating it a top worry.

•	 Violent crime tied for second 
place with property crime, 
with 62% of respondents 
rating their level of concern 

as high or very high.
•	 Being robbed on the street 

is the top violent crime 
concern (63% vs. 52% 
nationally).

•	 Having valuables stolen is 
the number one property 
crime concern (66% vs. 53% 
nationwide).

The 50 Safest Cities in Illinois

#1 - Campton Hills
Population 11,342
Median Income $131,658
Violent Crime Rate (per 1,000) 
0.00
Property Crime Rate (per 
1,000) 1.59

#29 - Bethalto
Population  9,296
Median Income $62,782
Violent Crime Rate (per 1,000) 
.43
Property Crime Rate (per 
1,000) 17.86

How We Determined the 
Safest Cities
Learn how we identified 
the safest cities on 
our methodology page.

Didn’t Find Your City in the 
Top 50?
See how the remaining cities 
ranked in the list at https://
www.safewise.com/blog/
safest-cities-illinois/.

Sources:
FBI Uniform Crime Reporting, 
“2017 Crime in the United 
States” 
SafeWise’s “2019 State of 
Safety“

Bethalto Makes List of Illinois’s 50 Safest Cities of 2019


